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THE following piece was, afew 
days fince, communicated for 
publication. The Editers hefi- 
oo for fome time concerning | 

1¢ propriety of publifhing it, on 
account of the flattering manner 
in which the writer {peaks of the 

Magazine. But when they re- 
flected that whatever merit there | 
may be in the work is to be af- 
<ribed to the writers of the 
eral pieces and not to the Edi- 
tors, they concluded to admit 
the piece. They were further in 
duced to publifh it from the con- 
fideration that it defcribes what 
is to be the plan of the Maga- 
zine. ‘The Editors are happy 
to find that the work meets with 
juch general approbation ; aad 
~ are determined to make ev- 

cry exertion in their power to 
procure and publifh fuch things 
as they fhall judge beft calcula- 
ted to carry the original plan in- 
to exccution. Should they fail 
they cannot reafonably require, 
nor will they have the prefump- 
tion to expest the approbation 
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of the public. They are fenfi- 
ble a have taken upon them- 
felves an arduous tafk ; they be- 
{ne tk the candor of the friends 
of religion, and afk their kind 

afhitance. J 

Messrs. Epitors, 

TF al! kinds of int elligence, 
Ove inftruétion, and knowledge, 
religions are the moft important. 
Vhefe have the mott fav sree e af- 
pect on all the interelts of fociety, 
the greateft influence on the pref- 
ent ood final happinefs of individ- 
uals, and a peculiar eng to ad- 
vance the divine g! lory. ‘The en- 
tertainment which they will afford, 
and the happy effeéts which they 
may reafonably be expeded to pro- 
duce, will be in fome proportion 
to the variety which there fhall be 
in the manner of their communi- 
cation. 

What therefore can be more en- 
tertaining and «feful than a work 
well executed upon the plan of 
the Conneéticut Evangelical Mag- 
azine ? Efpecially, what can more 
warm and gladden the hearts of 
the pious? What can more enlarge 
their acquaintance with good men 
and the church univerfal, increafe 
and extend their paternal affection, 
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As real picty unites their hearts 
in fupreme love to one common 
father, it interefts them in all his 
interefts, in the welfare of his 
great family, and caufes them to 
prefer Jerufalem to their chi ief joy. 
‘They rejoice in the divine g] ories, 
in the enlargement and 
of the church, in all her revivals 

nd haypy cavs, and tn the falva- 
tion of their fellow men in every 
place, of 


") 
ai 
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every country, coioul 


and nation. ‘Lheir pieiy, at the 
. lal ‘ nn 
fame time, forms 2 common fel- 
ay re SE Ee Ee 
SOV ae} i i >» f } Lede atJal ait endea,&- 
ment among themfelves. So far 
is they are known to one another, 


they unite in brotherly vat {fym- 
joice witheach other. 
Their eminence and advancement 
in kn owledge, grace and ufefulnefs 
them a divine pleafure 
When their fllow faints triumph 
in death, when the powcr and ex- 
cellency of religion are manifefted, 
and God i 1s ole rified it ftrer gthens 
thei r faith, increafes their joy, and 


excites their praife. The more 
fully they are made known to each 


other, the more cicatly their piety, 
zeal and ufefulnefs are exhibited, 
the more thefe happy effeéts are 
produced ; the more they admire 
the riches of divine grace, and 
are provoked to love and good 
works. 

“As your Maga: rine 13 defioned 
to sive information with refpeé to 
all thefe objects, ev ents and things, 
how 
purpofes ? It 
the kn s has viewsand acquaint. 
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ance of good people, bring to their 
knowle sine numerous characters 
difti not nithed for piety 4 d uiefyl- 


nefs, both in Europe and 
ca, with their zeal, liberality and 
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the gofpel, and enable them ts 
commence a pleafing and ufefu! 
communion with fellow faints, on 
this fide heaven, of whom other- 
wife, probably, they would have 
had no knowledge, in the prefent 
{tate. How will this increafe their 
zeal and liberality, awaken and 
unite their exertions, in the caufe 
of their Redeemer ? How will 

prefent new objects and occafions 
of prayer, and open new fources 
of joy, thanksgiving and praife ? 

Effays on ‘Chriftian doéirines 
and duties, on iy PR and 
moral fubjects, on the diftinguith- 
ing marks of true and falfe rcligion, 
muft convey the moft neceffary and 
important inftruétion, and be unt- 
verfally interefting and beneficial. 

Hiftorical fetches of . various 
denominations of Chriftians, will 
enlarge the fund of ecclefiaftical 
knowledge, bring good people in- 
to a nearer acquaintance with each 
other, exhibit fuch things as are 
amiable and worthy of imitation 
in their ref{pective charaélers, ex- 
cite candor and charity, awaken 
each other to fearch the {criptures, 
and to be fure that they believe, 
worfhip and practice according to 
the gofpel, and hap pily tend toa 
more general union and reforma- 
tion. 

Judicious narratives of the re- 
vival of God’s work in various 
parts, of the effeéts of them on 
utheifts, infidels, univerfalifts, the 
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moft vicious and hardened ; hum- 
bling and refermi *mne f all 
| Ging and reforming finners of al! 
| characters ; bringing them cheer- 
i fully to renounce their errors and 
| Grfal courfes, and with purpofe of 
Fr 
| heart to cleave unto the Lord, give 
| firong evidence of the soo pow- 
e Chril- 
j lency of 
‘tian religion, difplay the rien 
TY, rs er oa grace of the a 
Red cemer, and demonitrate tha* 
ken, but yet t walk- 
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eth in the midft of the golden can- 
dlefticks. They ft rengthen the 
faith and hope of believers ‘They 


increafe the affurance and joy of 


thofe who have experienced the 
fame things which are generally 
the effeéts of fuch precious feafons 
of grace and falvation. They en- 
courage minifters and good peonle, 
in thofe thirfty and ‘dead places 
where the heavenly dews and fhow- 
ers have not fo remarkably fallen, 
to truftin and pray to God for the 
fame gracious vifitations. They 


tendency, to convince hypocrites 
and formalifts in rel: 
fandy foundation on which they are 
building, and of the fearful end to 
which they are haftening. They 


are exceedingly calculated to arreft | 
the attention ‘of all diffoluze people, 


and ef thofe who are at eafe in Zi- 
on, and deftitute of all Chriftian 
experience, and to warn them to 
flee from the wrath to come. 

The pious lives, the death-bed 


joys and triumphs of eminent Chrif- | 


tians, willhave the fame good ef- 
feéts. They are calculated to 
make the inal deep and Ja(ting im- 
prefhons on the mind. Who can 
read the fketch of the life and death 
of Clariffa, and not with to live 
and die like that happy youth? 
Who can read the pious and inim- 
tably tender lines of Sthenia, in 
“he — ¢ hour, and not be mel- 
ed into tendernefs ? Not be in- 
ftruéted, warmed and made better ? 
Nay who can read them, and her 
own refleG@ions on the mournful! oc- 
cafion, and Bot remember them ? 
The lives, the death-bed fears, 
tremblings, and horrors of the 
wicked, painted in their true co- 
iours, are exceedingly impreflive 
and ufeful. What can be more 
awful and alarming than the lives 
and deaths of Diphormia and Ru- 
bricus: How tremendeus and af- 


to the Editors. 





| to go unrelieved and without hope 
| to an eternal doom ! 

Pp | 
have alfo a natural and powerful | 


gion of the | 
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tonifhing is it for peafons to appear 
onthe verge of eternitys at the 
moment when fu to the 
judgment “‘ of Ch rift, wit the 
enmity and oppofition of devils, 
es ne thes hatred of the pa- 
rents who have dcftroyed 
and their wifhes never to 

fuch unfaithful and cruel fathers in 
the world of {pirits? Low dread- 
ful is it to awake out of fatal de- 
ception in the laft moments, 


them, 


meet 


oe 
anu 
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Explanations of difficult paffa- 
ges of icripture, narrations of 
marrable providences, and efpe- 
cially differtations on fuch prophe- 
cies, as relate to this eventful 
od, and exhrbit the figns of the 
prefent time, will be received as 
new, feafonable, and of incalcula- 
ble impertance. They will be 
read with the avidity and pleafure, 
with which the mifer 
gold, or the hufbandman gathers 
the del: and enriching fruits 
of the fie! td. 

AAs variety is one of 
pal beauties of nature, one 

oft settog features in the face 
of creation, fo that variety 
ter, reprefentation and 
which the magazine is 
com} prife, i is a peculiar exc ellen ICE, 
and will add not a oa to its worth 
and entertainme Indeed as the 
united tendency bith whole is to 
promote the moitufe fulknowled 
to advance piety, ri 
kingdom and clory « of the Redcem- 
er, fo nothing can be more highly 
and univerfally impo rtant ~ ufe- 
ful. The plan is judicioufly adap- 

ted to the era and ftate of the Re 
deemer’s kingd liom, and to there 
ligious feelings, views and defives 
of his fubje ts, and if the work ts 
well executed it cannot tail of 
welcome and general reception, a- 
mong all picusand ingeniouspcople. 
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The Magazine will moft proba- 
bly have an extenfive circulation, 
and inftru& and benefit many of 
ourcitizens. It has been already 
sead and will continue to be read in 
religious meetings and conferences. 
"Thofe who read it will converfe of 
it to others 3 one pious friend will 
hand it to another, and thus its ufe- 
fulnefs wiil become more and iiore 
extentive. The intelligence it con- 
tains will not be cortined to Con- 
necticut, to the U. States, 
timerica ; but will be tranfoorted 
to Lurope and there probably be 
republifhed. ‘This intelligence: will 
in{tru€, comfort and animate our 
chrifian bre:hren in the 


norto 


various 


and diftant countries of Chrillen- | 
dom, a cquait nt them with our re- | 


jigion, the ftate of our churches, 
with the gracious vifitations 4 
revivals whic h they have expert- 
enced, interef{t them in our fpari iritu- 


al welfare, and caufe them to sig | 


us a remembrance in their prayers. 


It will not only extenfively an- 
purpofes which 
but its influ- 
ence and utility will be lafting. 
Tt will furnith volumes of various, 
inflruétion and enter- 


{wer the noble 
have been mentioned, 


interefting 
tainment in future times, exhibit 
ing the religion, tafte, 


the caufe of their 
cious vilitations of them, and 
e the holy 


It may ferve to give ones, 


inthe millennium, communion w ith | 
their preceding brethren, and joy 


in the various {teps and labors, 


which, in the wifdom of provi- 
cence, prepared and led the way 
It will 
tranfmit the pious labors and char- 
jtable example of the writers to 


to that glorious period. 
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fucceeding generations, and fur- 
nifh wubentic, rare and valuable 
hiftory, which will inftru&, enter- 
tain and edity them, and preach 
to the people whe fhall hereafter 
be born. 

In thefe views, the writer rejoi- 





< and zeal of 
the churches and Chriflians of the 
pref nt age, and their exertions in | 
common Lord. | 
Te will equally atteft his love and 
faithfulnefs towards them, his gra- 
care 
over them, at this demoralizing, 
tumultuous and wonderful period. 


ces in fuch a publication 3 and he 
returns aa Reverend gentlemen, 
his warme{t thanks for your under- 
taking and Jabors. You may de- 
pend on his exertions, influence 

prayers for its fuccefs. From 
| his owe views and feelings he jacg- 
es of what are thofe of others, and 
perfi himifelf, that it is an ace 


i and} 


uades 
ceptable work, and that you have 
| the thanks, and will be fupported 
by the prayers of the numerous 
good people of the country 
The publication of the en. 4 
zine will indeed be laborious, de- 
/manding great care and attention; 
but its favorable recep:ion, the con- 
fidcration of its 


Important tenden- 
| dency 3 that you are preaching, and 
will continue to preach to thou- 
fands; that your Jabors area fe- 
ries of charitable exertions, in- 
creafing funds defigned for truly 
benevolent and apottolical purpo- 
fes ; the prayers and thanks of your 
pious brethren sand clpec cially, the 
teftimony of your con (ciences and 
the profpecis of the divine appro- 


bation will an ply 


fupport you. 
The pleafure and profit whicht 
is prefumed yourrcaders will expe 
dined In perufing the Magazine, tt 
ufefulnefs in their fa milies, and 
general tendency to ferve the beit 
| purpofes, will induce them as 
they do me, cheerfully to pay the 
fmall fum neck flary for iva ion pport 
| This particular ciecalinnce, that 
itis a kind of charity, defigned, 
for the good of their neighbours, 
whom it behoves them to Jove as 
themfelves, like a divine fragrance, 
will perfume the whole, and ai- 
ford an additional fatisfaGiion to 
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the piousand|iberal reader. How 
will he rejoice in the profpeé that 
what he gives may be the means of 
the inftru€tion, joy and falvation 
of his brethren in the new fettle- 
ments, and of the illumination and 
eternal life of his wild and perifh- 
ing brothers of the foreft! Efpe 

cially that it may honor Him, who 
by all creatures, and in all things, 
is worthy to be glorified 

| 4 


Thouglts on the future glory of the 
Fewifp Nation. 


[Continued from p 94.] 
HY’ NG briefly confidered 


{criptural evidence of 
the converfion of the Jews to the 
faith of the gofpel, I proceed to 
inquire whether it appears from the 
prophecies that they will return to 
the land of Canaan, or Paleftine. 

Chriftian divines have been of 
oppofite opinions on this fubje&t.— 
It 1s propofed to bring into view 
fevcral paflages from the infpired 
writings, which it 1s conceived, 
furnifh proof that the Jewifh na- 
tion will, not only receive Jefus 
of Nazareth as the true Mefhiah, 
but will again inhabit the land from 
which they were driven, after their 
city and temple were deltroyed by 
the Romans. 

Long have the Jews been ‘feat 
tered among all people, from the 
one end of the earth even unto 
the other.’ Amidit their difper- 
fion they rema in a diftin& people 
to thisday. Their cafe is with- 
out a parallel in the hiftory of 
mankind. it furnifhes ftriking 
proof of the truth and infpiration 
of the Bible. Should they return 
tothe land which was given to 
their fathers, and continue to pof- 
{eis it, the arm of Jehovah will be 
made bare in a wonderful manner, 
ia the eyes of all the nations. 


| they lie in 2 ° maf 
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That the land of Canaan will 
be reftored to the Jews has been 
argued by fome, from the prom- 
ife which the Lord made to Abra- 
ham, in Genefis xvii. 8. * I will 
give unto thee, and to thy feed af- 
ter thee, the Jand wherein thou 
art a ftranger, a!l the land of Ca- 
naan, for an everlafting poffefhion.” 
But not to dwell on this, the rea- 
der is requefted to attend to feve- 
ral paflages recorded in the wri- 
tings of the prophets. Ezekiel, 
who began to prophecy in the fifth 
year of king Jehoiachin’s captivi- 
ty, in the land of the Chaldeans, 
wrote much on the refleration of 
the Ifraelites. Whether the refto- 
ration which ts held upin any part 
of his writings, includes the return 
of that people to the land of Ca- 
naan, after their overthrow by 
the Romans, is now to be oe 
ed. Inthe xxvxiv. chapter of E- 
zekiel itis declared, in verfes 11, 
12,12, 14. ‘For thns faith the 
Lord God, Behold I, even I, 
will both fearch my fheep, and 
feck them out. “is a fhepherd 
fecketh out his flock in the dag 
that he ts among his fheep that are 
fcattered ; fo will I feek out 
“ fheep, and ee deliver them 

ut of all p! laces where they have 
betniiiaeniond in ‘i cloudy and 
dark day: And I will bring them 
out from the people, and gather 
them from the countries, and will 
bring them to their own land, and 
feed them upon the mountains of 
a rel by the rivers, andinall the 

porn places of the country. 
will feed themin a good pafture, 
me upon the high mountains s of Lf- 
rae! fhall their fold be; there fhall 
ld, and ina 

fat paiture th: feed upon the 
mountains of Tewsth and 
Chriftian writers apree that this 
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naan ; and that it was accomplifh- 
ed, in full, or in part, by the ref- 
toration which was begun under 
Zerubbabel. The inquiry 1s, Was 
this prophecy fully acco: npl lifhed 
in the return from Ba! yylon ? That 
it was not, may be proved from 
what, follows in the fame chapter, 
aargaregttd in verfes 28, 29— 

And they fhall no more be a 
prey to the Heathen, neither fhall 
the beafts of the land devour them: 
but they fhall dwell fafely, and 

none fhall make them afraid. And 
I will raife up for om. 2 Plant of 
renown, and the y thal! be no more 
confumed with te ger inthe land, 
neither bear the fhame of the Hea- 
then any more.” After the re- 
tura of the Jews, fpoken of in this 
place, they are 9 more to bea 
prey to the Heathen, or the Gen- 
tile nations--they are not to bear 
the fhame of the bein hen any 
more. This a y remains to 
be accomplifhed in = ulleft ex- 
tent. Since the return of the 
Jews in the days of Ezra, they 
have been difperfed among the 
Heathen, or the Gentiles far be- 

vond what they had been in any 
former peri iod ; the time is there- 
fore ftill future, in which an end is 
to be put to their difperfion, or to 
their bearing the flame of the 
Heathen. 

That the Jews are to be ingath- 
ered in the feale now contendec . 
for, is further apparent from liz 
kiel xxxvil. The prophet 1s com- 
manded to take one ftick and to 
write upon it, ** For Judah, and 
for the children of Ifrael his com- 
panions ;”’ and another ftick, and 
to write uponit, For Jofeph, 
the ftick of Ephraim, and for all 
the houfe of Itrael his compan- 
yons.”” Tle is then Cetatiiadle ‘d 
to join them one to another into 
sac ftick, to place the fticks thus 


anited, before the eyes of the peo. 
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ple, and to fay unto them, as from 
verfe 21{tto the end of the chap. 
ter. * Thus faith the Lord God, 
Behold, I will take the children of 
Ifrael from among the Heathen, 
whither they be “gone, and will 
gather them on every fide, and 
will bring them into their own 
jJand : Aad LT will make them one 
natioa in the land upon the moun- 
tains of Ifrael, and one king fhall 
be king tothem all: and they thall 
be no more two nations, neither 
fall they oe divided into two king- 
more at all; neither 
fhall bid defile themfelves any 
more wats their idols, nor with 
their deteftable things, nor with 
any of their tranfareflions : but I 
will fave them out of all their 
dweiling-places, wherein they have 
finned, and will cleanfe them : fo 
fhall they be my people, and I 
will be their God. And David 
my fervant fhall be king over 
them ; and they all fhall have one 
fhepherd: they fhal!l alfo walk in 
my judgments, and obferve my 
{tatutes, and do them. And they 
fhall dwellin the land that I have 
given unto Jacob my fervant, 
wherein your fathers knee dwelt, 
and they fhall dwell therein, even 
they, and their children, and their 
children’s children forever; and my 
fervant David fhall be their prince 
forever. Mldéreover, I will make 
a covenant of peace with them; it 
fhall be an everlafting covenant 
with them : and I will place them, 
and multiply them, and will fet 
my fanétuary 1 in the midft of them 
forevermore. My tabernacle a fo 
fha'l be with them ; yeas I will be 
their God, and they fhall be my 
people. And the Heathen fhail 
know that L che Lord do fanétify 
Ifrae!, when my fanétuary {hall be 
in the mid{t of them forevermore 
Some fupp ofe that the ten tribes 
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ple, and that they w ith the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin, will re- 
turn to the land of Paleitine. 
Oihers fuppofe that many individ- 
uals of the ten tribes united them- 
felves with the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, after the latter were 
carried to Babylon ; and that the 
remainder of the ten tribes are 
fwallowed up and loft among the 
Gentile nations. Each of thefe 
opinions has been maintained by 
writers of diftinouifhed abilities. 
Whether the defcendents of = 
ten tribes can now be found, 

not, ita appears from the nen Ba 
before us, that there will be a 


much more extenfive ingathering 


of the Jews from captivity than 
ever has been feen. They Jot to 


| him as theirking. 





be gathe red on every file, and to 


be brought into their own land. 
The reftoration from theland of 
the Chaldeans included but a {mall 
part of the Jews. A great num- 
ber of them remained in the king- 
dom of Perfia, in the reign of A- 
hafuerus, after the clofe of the 
Babylonian captivity. 
is yet to come when 
on the earth, are to be brought 


| the land in which 


| ration to generation, t 
| time. 
| that I have g 


The time | 


all the Jews | 


| 


back to the land which Jehovah | 


gave unto their fathers. 
will be a more remarkable redemp- 
tion than they have experienced. 
Ezekiel xxxix. 28. ** Then fhall 
they know that I an the Lord 
their Gad, who caufed them to 
be led into captivity 
Heathen ; but [have gatheredthem 
unto their own land, AND HAVE 
LEFT NONE OF THEM ANY MORE 
THERE,’ 

Itisalfo declared that on the 
return of the Jews, David fhall 
be king over them, and that he 
hall be their prince forever. At 
the reftoration here promifed, 
they are to embrace the Mefliah, 
typified by David the Son of Jefie, 
and are to continue united with 


among the | 


This |} 
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This pro ophecy 
was not fulfil'ed in the ee of Ze- 
rubbabel, nor has it been fince. 

The Meffiah did not come unti! 
feveral hundred years after the 
Jewifh city and temy a 

built. When he appeared, the 
body of the Jewith nation reyeéied 
himand procuredhis death. ‘They 
Rill confider him as an impoftor. 
I fee not how this prophecy can be 
interpreted, unlefs another return 
of the fews to their own land be 

admitted. 

Asa further confirmation of the 
fenfe which has been put upon the 
pafiage under conficeration, it is 
to be remarked that the language 
of the promife is very definite and 
full in pointing to the particular 
land given by covenant to Jacob— 
the ancefiors o! 
the Jews dwelt ; and 
their continuance in it, 


infuring 
from gen¢- 
to the end of 
They foall dweil in the lana 
siven unto Jacob my 
crv ant, avh ereiny our fo thers dwe fe , 
and they Soul dwell therein, ever 
they, and their child) ren, and theii 
children’s children forever. 


(To be continued.) 
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S many predidiions in the 
holy { {cript tures are fu /icite 
expreffed in metapherica 
lancuage, two manifeft difficulties 
attend us in fixing the — of 
prophecy, which may be expreflcd 
in the following quettions. 

I. How canit be determined 
when {cripture prophecy is to be 
underftood literally, and whea 
metaphorically ? 

1. If prophecy is to be under- 
{tood metaphorically, how fall 
the true me taphoric: ai fenfe be de- 


termined ? 


to be 
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123 On the metaphorical Language of Scripture. 


An anfwer to both thefe quef- 
tions will be attempted in the fol- 
lowing obfervations. 

i. The litera! fenfe of words is 
primary and original.— Words are 
the names of ideas. The firft in- 
ventor of lauguage, fuppofe Ad- 
am, in giving names to the beatts 
and fowls, muft have ufed them 
without any metaphorical app ica- 
tion. Afterwards thofe names, 
might be applied to exprefs other 
ideas, related to the firft by fimili- 
rude. 

2. The metaphorical fenfe of 
words is fecondary and derived, 
and is founded principaliy in the 
relation of fimilitude, the idea ex 


prefled by the fame name, is fi p- | 
poled to be in fome refpects, like | 


that to which the mame ts | rimarily 
applied. This ts equally true, 
whether we fappofe langua, 
eriginally arbitrary, or that names 
were firlt given from a fuppofed 
likenefs between the found of the 
word and the qualities of the ob- 
ject named. 

3. Words in their primary and 
literal meaning exprefs fenfidle 


' 
72 tO bE 


- vr . ° 
ideas. ‘Vhis holds true tn mot 
cafes; if exccptions are to be ad- 


mitted, the occafien is obvicus. 
The human mind, in the firtt fta- 
ges of thought, is principally em- 
ployed on fenfiiale tdeas. Thus it 
maft have been with the firfl man. 
Hence he would firft pive names 
to thofe ideas, and afterwards in 
contemplating ideas of fpiritual ob- 
jects and relations, and cilcovei ing 
fome kiad of likenefs, would apply 
the fame names, not only to avoid 
but alfofor afhiftance to memory 
iD retaining naines. 

Tt may be added that from like 
caufes, the primary fenfe is often 
extendedfrom one to many, where 
the likenefs is great. This feems 
w be the origin of general and fne- 
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cific names in plants and animals, 
and other things. 

In like manner,names are applied 
to fenfible objects in the fecondary 
fenfe. Thus the name Zion pri 
marily denotes a certain eminence 
where the temple was built ; then 
the city where it ftood ; next the 
fociety of faints on earth ; lalily 
the heavenly {tate. 

4. Words are always to be un- 
derftood intheir primary and litera! 
fenfe,walefs a particular and obvious 
reafon offer forthe reje¢tion of this, 
and adoption of the fecondary an 
frourative, which reafon will! not 
apply to language in general. This 
rule is founded on the nature and 
ufe of language, and on the ground 
and reafon of the introduétion of 
the metaphorical ufe of words. 

5. When words are to be un- 
derftood in a fecondary or meta- 
phorical fenfe, they are to be ap- 
plied in that metaphorical fenfe in 
which the relation of fimilitude is 
the molt obvious, unlefs this appli- 
cation interfere with other necel- 
fary rules of conftruction. Other- 
wife, when the literal fenfe is re- 
jected it would be impoflible to fix 
on the true metaphorical fenfe, de- 
figned by the writer,and each read- 
er would be left to fix a fenfe a- 


| greeably to the caprice of his own 


imagination. 


Reafons for underftanding {crip- 
ture paflapges in the fecondary or 


_ metaphoricalfenfe are fuch as thefe 
| which follow. 


1. When the literal fenfe would 


| be unintelligible, abfurd, falfe, or 
the labor of inventing new founds | 


contrary to the analopy of faith, 


| the metaphorical muit be adopted, 
for none of thefe epithets can be 


jultly applied to the holy fcriptures. 
2. When a metaphorical fenfe 


- offers in which the relation of fi- 


| 
| 


militude is obvious, and the ideas 
exprefled by it are intellig:ble, im- 
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portant, true, and agreeable to the 
analogy r of faith. 

3. ‘When the fame or like words 
and exprefhions are evidently ufed 
in the metaphorical fenfe in the 
fame difcourfe, or in difcourfes elfe- 
where on the fame or like fubje&. 

4. When other parts of the 


fame difcourfe abound with the’! 


metaphorical ufe of words, as in 
the parable of Jotham, Judges 1X. 
7—z20. in the parable of Nathan, 
2 Sam. xu. t—4. and in the par- 
ables of our Saviour. 

s. Where the primary literal 
fenfe, and one which is metaphori- 
cal, within the relation of finuli- 
tude, are both conformable to the 
preceding rules, both are to be 
admitted, firit the literal, then 
the metaphorical ; as in the cafe 
ff the word feed in the divine 
oromife to Abraham, recorded in 
the feventecnth chapter of Genefis, 
which is to be firft applied to ine 
and his natural polflerity by Jacob; 
then to Jefus Chrift and all true 
celievers in him. ‘The firft of 
thefe is the type. the fecond is the 
antitype. 

Poetic compofition, and pre- 
diftions of future events abound 
with —— becaufe the mind 
of the es aker is deeply impreffed, 
and his imagination powerfully 
moved. 

Indeed one pr incip. al excellence 
of poctic compofition confitts in 
the due introduétion and applica- 
tion of fimilitude. Hence we may 
expect the metaphorical 

aes to abound in fuch compoft- 
tions; and moft of all when they 
untte, and prediions ate uttered 
OF Written im poetic meaiure. 


PHILANDER. 


Thoughts on Inf: delity. 
N the d ark ages, and whilft 
f ritual ty ranny was in fuil 


x 


j ) 


zor, the fpirit of in \quiry, as to 
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religion, was difcountcnanced. Jt 
was enough for the laity, and the 
lower clafles ofthe clergy to know 
what their fuperiors projc{led to 
believe. Nothing more was ex- 
pected of them, than to follow 
their fpiritual guides, by an im; 

cit faith. That mig he be ms 
period of religious uaiformity, al- 
mo({t without fentiments. 

Such a {tate of paflive religion 
was better than, or rath er, not fo 
bad as, downright infidelity. — 
The firft flate prepared the way 
for the fecond. For, when the 
mind is relieved from abject de- 
preflion, it throws off all reftraint, 
and becomes unmanageable ; and, 
for a feafon, is deaf to the voice 
of reafon and common fenfe.— 
This ts exemplifi ed in the leaders 
of feveral nations great and fmall, 
which have lately burft the bands 
of civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny, 
with which they had been long 
fettered. 

We find a great proportion of 
thefe people now in a kind of 
phrenzy, reproachtul to human na- 
ture ; withdrawing their allegiance 
from heaven ; renouncing all infti- 
tutions of worfhip ; and denying 
the word, the government, and, 
almoft, the exifience of God. 

It has been often doubted, 
whether there can be an atheilt in 
principle. There have been ma- 
ny, who have not known God $ 
and more, who have, in works, 
denied him. But, tis hard to be- 
lieve that t any one can, on delibe- 
rate inquiry, and againft the full 
glare of eviclence, perfuade him- 
felf, that there is no God. This, 
fo far from ailing, in point of ev- 
idence, is a truth of ali the moft 
felf evident. It would be too high 
a compliment to fuch a man’s rea- 
fon, to undertake, ferioufly, to 
reafon him out of his infidelity.— 


The man, who fhall profefs hime 
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felf an infidel in this point, may 
well be confidered as unfit for all 
focial connexions. With him, 
virtue and vice are founds without 
a meaning, and true philanthropy is 
merely ideal. If there is no God 
to infpeét our conduét, we fhall 
be governed, wholly, by our feel- 
ings, and what, we apprehend, 
may conduce to our prefent inter- 
eft. But this cannot entitle us to 
the elteem and confidence of our 
fellow men. 

Next to this, we may reckon 
deiftical infidelity. 





Many, who | 


proiefs to believe that God ts ; and | 


that he governs the world, do not 


believe, that he has given to man , 
any written revelation of his will. | 


We have, they fay, no other way 


to learn our duty and higheft in- 
terceft, but by booking within. 
Some juft notions of good and 


evil are engraven onthe human | 


heart 
formed by unaflifled reafon, ap- 
peats to abound, with the groffeft 
defe&s and blunders. 


Thoughts on Infidelity. 


But, the beft fyftem, ever 


os A vol- ! 


ume might be filled with an account | 
of the muiftakes, into which the. 


greatelt reafuners have fallen ; and 


of the uncertainty in which they 


lived, with refpeét to the being and | 
providence of God, and a future | 


ftate of retribution.” 


The world, | 


with all its boafed wifdom, has | 
find itfelf embarraffed with dith- 


formed no juft conceptions of the 
character, will and governnient, 
of the one only living and true 


God. ‘Though they profeffed to be | 


wife, yet here they became fools ; 
and changed the truth of God into 
a lie. This is admitted by thofe 
who renounce revelation : And, 
yet, by this book, they have dif- 
covered the egregious folly and 
ftupidity of the Heathen. 

Deifis have not attempted to ar- 
gue apainit revelation, from its be- 
ing impoflible or improper that 
God fhould, thus, make known 
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his willto man. They fay, it is 
unneceflary ; we may obtain al! 
needful information in another and 
fhorter way. But, if it had pleaf- 
ed God to reveal himfelf and his 
will, he would have done it, in 
better manner, than is contained 
in the Bible. Thev, therefore ai- 
tack this book, as containing a 
fyftem of nonfenfe and felf con- 
tradiction. But, when they un- 
dertake to draw a fyftem, whic): 
would become a God to make, i: 
is that of the Bible, fo far as re- 
lates to rules of morality. 

Deifm advances no truth, but 
what is in Chriftianity ; but there 
are many in Chriftianity, which 
are notin Deifm. It relieves us 
from many doubts refpedting futu- 
rity, with which the deift 1s, per- 
petually, harraffed. It was a 
doubt with fome of the wifelt 
Heathens, whether they fhould 
exift after this life. And if deifts 
are, now, relieved from this un- 
certainty, it is by help of the Bi. 
ble: And from the fame fource, 
they have derived their beft fenti- 
ments concerning a {tate of future 
retribution. It is not uncommon, 
however, to hear the warmett ad- 
vocates for this fpecies of infidel: 
ty, confefling themfelves in the 
dark as to a future ftate. And, no 
wender if human reafon fhould 


€ 
1 
i 


culties on this fubjeét. 

It is obfervable, that this clafs 
of infidels are, often, annexing 10 
their moral fyftem, maxims and 
rules, fuited to the tafte and bias 
of the corrupt heart. ‘Thus, they 
plead for the gratification of their 
lufts and paffions, as a matter 0! 
right : And that their having thefe 
paflions, is a fufficient reafon, hy 
they may gratify them. They fay 
they may difpofe of themfelvess 
and all they call theirs, as they 
choofe, and may not be called 
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‘to account for it, by God or 
man. 

Since they have broken over 
the re(traints, which are contained 
in the Bible, we need not wonder 
that they adopt rules, which are as 
contrary to true morality as any 
thing contained in the writings of 
the Heathen. 

This infidel fyftem, holds out 
no advantage to mankind. It 
does not pretend to embrace a bet- 
ter code of religious and moral 
rules, than is contained ia the bi- 
ble. On whichever hand then, 
the truth fhall be found, the infi- 
del has not advanced his intereft 
for this world or the next. But 
if it fhall appear, that he has re- 
nounced that way to.heaven, which 
God himfelf has pointed out, 
where, alas, will he be found ! 

It may be remarked, that writers 
and talkers for infidelity, have in 
many inftances, appeared to be 
adepts in buffoonery. When they 
attack fubjets, which are fuppofed 
to be very important and facred, 


ind, if true, are really fo, they 


often do it with fneer and banter. 
This is exemplified in the writings 
of one, who has, lately, afflumed 
he rank of a champion, in the 
caufe of infidelity ; whofe name 
{ need not mention. 
deferves applaufe, this author may 
demand adouble fhare. We fhould 
think, 
tafphemy which proceed from 
Ais pen, would ferve as an antidote 
.2 the poifon which he aims to dif- 
ufe ; and put the mind, which is 
not lott to all ferioufnefs and de- 
cency,onitsguard. Dut, weare 
ld, that the feurrility, with which 
i¢ has handled this moft important 


ibjest has ferved to recommend | 
um tothe influential infidels of | 


“urope. And fome, alas! a- 
nonait ourfelves ; and " various 


rte of this land, 


Revival of Religion in Torrington. 





If fcurrility | 


that the prophanity and | 





13% 


great, of thofe, who are fo lof& 
to all piety and ferioufnefs, that 
they can, not only bear, but are 
even pleafed with that impious 
blafphemy, with which he treats 
the character of our Divine Re- 
deemer ; and all the important 
truths contained in that facred vol- 
ume, on which mutt be placed al! 
our hopes of immortality. 

The growth of ee beto- 
kens no good to fociety. It has 
opened a wide door to the frec en- 
trance of vice and impiety. And 
perhaps a vicious turn of mind, 
has, in many unhappy inftances, 
led the way to deifm. ‘The man, 
who refolves to throw the reins 
on the neck of his lufts, will con- 
tend with thofe rules, which ad- 
minifter reproof, and remind his 
that deftru€tion and mifery are in 
his paths. We might expect this 
would be the cafe; and we find it 
confirmed by obfervation. {ris a 
dictate of prudence to weigh this 
very important and interefting fub- 
ject, with cautious deliberation ; 
and not readily admit that for 


| truth, which promifes no real ad- 


vantage even if true; and, ii not, 
will probably producethe moft mif- 
chievous effects. 


An Account of a work of Divine 
grace in @ Revival of Religion, 


in a number of Congregaiions in 


New-England, in the years 1798 
and 1 799> ina fer ies of Letters 
to the Editers. 

[Continued from page 105. ] 


LETTER VI. 
From the Rev. Arnexanper Gir- 
L&T, of Torringion. 


GENTLEMEN, 

REVIOUS to this interetting 

and wonderful vifit of the 
{pirit of God, there had been, for 
a longtime, an unhappy divi lion 
among the people of the fociety ; 
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which 
aWi ske ning began, into a peace and 
cordiality that had not been feen 
here for many years. 
This defirable event, 
with a number of unufual ledtures* 
in the courfe of feveral years, may 
be confidered - providence as pre- 
paring the way for the late work. 
God ma hes ule of means to exe- 
cute his purpefes. By which he 
would tea 
idlenefs and flothfulnefs is not the 
way to €xp S Of neave- 
ez cn our callings, or labors. 
The firit fpecial a DI 


together 


ct the blefuns 


e€arance of 


the work among us was onWednef. 
day even {> eae r 26, 1798 
Qa which two neighboru 

minilter t ai my houfe agreeable 
to appointme ot. 8 =©After fr ndine 


fome time in pray a 
tion we had a public leéture 3 and 
propofed another far the 
{n the day time 
markable occurred. But in th 

evening God was vifibly prefent 

A difcourfe was delivered from 
Prov. viii. 4. in which were bro’t 
into view the nature and importance 
of true wifdom, and an immediate 
attention to her voice, inter{perfed 
with fome pertinent and affeing 
accounts of the awakening that was 
seh ailing in fundry plac s. ‘Thefe 
things were enforced by feveral ac- 
drefles. Anunufual folemn ity fi! . 
Jed the place where we afc mbled 

The friends of Zion prefent ap- 
peared to receive a fref anointing 
from the Lord; and to be awakene 

to their duty. Some finners, Sho 
had labored heretofore under fears 
about their ftate, were more deeply 


evening. 


nothing very re- 


* Thefe unrfual leures were, feveral 
minifters met as often as convenient for 
private Concert. At thefe feafons they 
had a leture, &c. which was attend- 
ed with unexpected numbers and fo- 
Jemnity. This was at leat encourag- 


ing 


ch us, that the wav of 


: fubfided, a little before the | and thoroughly 
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imprefied, and 
bro’t to enquire in earneft “ Wha: 
fhall I do to be faved ?? And fey. 
eral were firftalarmed to view re- 
ligion as fomething in which they 
were highly concerned. Thusthe 
important fcene opened, which has 
been truly wonderful, and Xpref- 
five of divine power and prace 
It was found to be the cafe, hoy 
ever, that there had been fom 
thing unufual on the minds of 
number previous to this remat kabl le 
meeting. ‘They had not felt ea 
for fome time. Still this gay dhe 
firft fenfible exhibition OF i work. 
The appearance and effects gra- 
creafed from that time 
May and June enfuing. The mind 
of one after anot ner was imprefled 
efpecially amon: € you th, and 
thofe in the younger part of t lite, 
till they in ge neral became tho’tful. 
A. goodly number, we chart ably 
fubjeéts of the 
convicting and transforming oper- 
Spirit of God — 
Some in the more advanced ta 1peS 
of lite have xperienced the fame 
gracious influences. For a feafon 
a gencral ferioufnets a. 
pe evade the fociety. Thefe fay 


Gua livin 


' , 
hope, Were Mace the 
4 


ations of the 


able appearances were very nied 


towards the 
a fatal bai 


ifing in June : when, 
dlofe of that month, 
was thrown in the \ 
hafty feétarian difputes.* = After 
they fubfided, and the work ap: 
peared to revive again, the atten 
tion did not recov ; former ai 


pect. I thas r soviet afed fron 


that unhappy ] period. ; 

The number that has come for 
ward, and made profeihon o f ou! 
holy religion, is forty-five, includ 
ing feveral who weaere an hope 
at fome former date. Amer o thi 

* This fhows the pernicious effed 
of iil timed controverfies on the net 
efientials of religiou in feafons of aw ak 
ening. 


way by fome 
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number twenty are young perfons, 
from fourteen years of age and up- 
wards ; nine males, and eleven fe- 
males. ‘The proportion of the 
whole number is, feventeen males 
and twenty-eight females. There 
are befide, upwards of thirty who 
have expreffed an hope, that they 
are the fubieéts of this wonderful 
But have not as yet, dared 
to come forward becaufe they fear 
that they have been deceived. 
In order to form a juft opinion 
f this work, it will be expedient 
for me to give a concife ftatement 
of its apparent nature and effeéts 
It was obfervable, that an unufual 
folemnity fixed the attention of the 
auditory, and prevented a certain 
carelefsnefs and trifling, too often 
feen in worhhipping aflemblies. O!d 


W ork. 





and young pocmed as though they | 


meant to notice every word t of the 
Speaker. Religion became a fub- 
ject too important to keep out of 
ight. One perfon was heard to 
fay, “* I have been to conferences 
anumber of times ; but I never 

vy fuch conferences before. 

s feemed to be attending as for 
their lives.” It was remarked, 
that little children Iftened to 
pre eaching and reli gious converfa- 
tioa with an attention truly afton- 
ifhing. This folemnity in fome 
meafure {till continues. 

It was wonderful, to fee what 
pains perfons took, for a feafon, to 
attend leétures and conferences. 
Many circumftances, which here- 
tolore had been eagerly grafped to 


ufe them fom 
God, 


the houfe of 
were now felt as unworthy 
of notice. When a meeting was 
apointed, they would go through 
ltorm, cold, and bad roads to at- 
tend. And when they had been 
attencing for twoor three hours, 
were fo far from being wearied, 
teat it was with difficulty they 
retire. It 


lo ied , 
Uy pemuadea to 


Per- | 








on his ciacious 
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was not uncommon to have a ful! 


ans and exceedingly forbid 
ing. * This is the Lord’s doing, 
and marvellous in our eyes !” 
The imprefhon was fo great and 
extenfive, andthe work fo zecw 
and wnufual, that fora time the 
adverfar y was confounded. Thofe 
who were willing to oppofe, had 
their mouths fhut for months, and 
flood gazing and wondering. 
And what increafed this confu- 
fion among gainfayers was, the 
method Providence tock to carry 
opera ions, differ- 
ent from what had 
former 


been ofual in 
There had 
been compiaints heretofore, of ir- 
regularities and enthufiafm. Put 
this work was 


P ° 
awakenings. 
& 


marked with the 
Thole under fe- 
rious convictions appeared fteady 
in attending to the things of rels- 
gion. When the 
fort, it did not teem to 
mere impreflions on the imagina- 
tion ; ‘but from fuch a view cf 
God and divine things, as they 
never before 
lectures and conferences too, have 


y obra a com- 
arife from 


. —_ 
experienced. ine 


been conducted with great regular- 
ity. Perfons have appeared far 
from difcovering a fpirit of icif-im- 


port and torwardnefs to ex- 
portant CC, an rwarcneis ft co 
hort and lead in meetings. The 


or) 

seneral charadterillic has been, a 
with for inftruction aad direétion. 

Whenthe mind was arrefted, 
trembled. At firfl he 
did not fee, that he merited fuch 
Ureadtul weatment at the hand ot 
God as everlafling burnings. "Vh 
thought was overwhelming ! True, 
he oO uld not deny his fins : But he 
would think that he was not 
as fome reprefented ; that his hear 
was not fo oppofed to his Maker, 
and fo unwilling to be reconciled 
to bin. | On {erioufly attending 


mad a 
to his Cale, he Was foon mace an. 
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prehenfive of his miftake. By 


reading, infiructions, counfels and 
warnings, he was brought under 
convidions, that the fc ript ture God 
is the true God, the Creator al d 
great fovereign of the univerfe— 
That the Jaw is jut and holy, and 
of the moft ferious nature—T hat 
he had violated this law, and be- 
come expofed to its infupportable 
curfe—That his heart was far 
more finful and ftubborn than he 
had imagined —That he was in the 
hand of this God, and could not 
efcape—and that he had no affu- 
rance of his life. The more he 
became acquainted with the fcrip- 
tures and himfelf, the clearer thefe 
truths appeared to him, efpecially 
the poifonous nature of his heart, 
its pride, unwillingnefs to bow be- 
fore God, and murmuring at the 
conditions of life. His anxiety 
and foreboding ap prehenfions rofe 
in proportion to thefe views. He 
was finally bro’t to fee himfelf in 
the hand of God, juftly conde 
ned, and the object of his mere 
fovereign mercy. The Lord mult 
fave him. Mercy was allhis hope. 
The degree of light and convic- 
tion varied in different perfons : 
but this is the general defcription 
of it. They were evidently lain 
y the law, before they were made 
alive by Fefus Chrif!. Before re- 
licfcame, they were reduced to 
a fituation fenfibly helplefs and dif. 
confolate, apprehending nothing 
but endlefs mifery. And when 
this load of diftrefs was removed, 
it was done ina way, and ata times 
ae they did not expect. The 
prophet Tfaiah gives a jult ¢ Jefcrip- 
tion of their cafe in theie Geliee 
rords 3 ** And I wiil bring the 
blind by a way they know not, 
i will lead them in paths they have 
not known 3; I will make darknefs 
ight before them, and crooked 
alungs {traioht.”’ «fa. xii. 16. 


_—_ 





Previous to the new birth, the 
fubjects of the work have had 
clear convi¢tions of the native de- 
pravity of their hearts. Theyhave 
commonly found them feats of 
pride, felfithnefs and awful ftub- 
bornnefs. ‘They have been led to 
think, that the fountain within 
them was worfe than in others ; 
that their hearts were more _ hard- 
ened, more deceitful and unmanage- 
able. Some have been fenfible “of 
fuch fhocking feelings as thefe :**Q 
how I wifh there were no God, 
heaven nor hell ! I had rather be 
like the beats that perifh, than be 
in the hand of fuch a God asthis !”’ 
After they had experienced the 
we rity they appeared to 
themfelves far worfe than before. 
Then they could exclaim; “I 
tho’t I knew fomething of my 
heart before—but I knew nothing 


of it. It appears to me a fink of 


all treachery, corruptions and 
ei, ee : 
abominations ! How can J be a 
Chriftian ! Can J be a new crea- 
ture, and have my heart filled with 
fo many vain tho’ts, and ftrange 


| imaginations !”? The hopeful con- 


verts uniformly agree, that the 
heart of the Chriftian is very dif- 
ferent from what they had imaged 
to themfelves. So is his life. 
They had expeéted to be almolt 
freed from the influence of finful 
propentitics ; to have grown better 
and better ; and to have mad 
great progrefs in godlinefs. This 
flattering notion was foon changed 
by experience. The appearance 
tothem has been, that they prew 
more deficientand vile before God. 

Another confpicuous feature of 
the work is, that when God had 
taken off their diftrefsful burden, 
they, at firft, had no fufpicion o! 
their heartsbeing renewed. ‘They 
were rather alarmed with the ap- 
prehenfion, that the fpirit of God 
had forfaken them. They trem 
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bted in view of returning toa ftate 
of carnal and dreadful fecurity, 
and becoming more hardened than 
ever. They were ready to cry out; 
«© T with I could feel as concerned 
for myfelfas I have done! but I 


cannot. What will become of me 
now !?? While in this fituation 


they have been afked, how the 
charaéter of God appeared ? They 
readily anfwered : ** Great, excel- 
lent and glorious! I wifh for no 
other God to govern the world. 
There is none like him. I can’t 
wifh for any other Saviour befides 
Chrift—nor any other way to be 
faved but the gofpel. All feems 
right. God is fuch a glorious be- 
ing, that methinks I could praife 
him, even if he fhould caft me off.”’ 
This frame has fometimes contin- 
ued for feveral days before they 
dared to hope. ‘They wondered 
what had become of their burden. 
In time, however, experience 
taught them, that this anxious 
foad was taken off in confequence 
of the heart’s being made to love 
that very God and religion, which 
before they had been hating and 
oppofing. 
hed, that they never had feen 
thefe things before ; and yet they 
could {tand it out as they had done. 
It is affecting, to fee how jeal- 
ous the fubjects of the work have 
been, left they imbibe a falfe hope. 
It has been no uncommon thing 
tor them to think, that their hearts 
were renewed; then lofe their 
hope, and refume it again. Some 
have proceeded thus, till their 
hopes were renewed fe onl times, 
and fill were jealous, Ieit, after 
all they fhould fix down on the 
rm undation of the hypocrite. This 
tumbled them. The reafon 
that previous to converfion the 
drew a fine imaginary picture of 
the believer, as Sberased from finful 
propenfities, and haying only {pir- 


: 





Now they ftood afton- | ftantly in view, more or lefs, and 
5 y 
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itual joy and rejoicing ; and fuppo- 
fed that neither finnor Satan would 
have any more power to interrupt 
their peace. When they are firit 
called out of darknefs into God’s 

marvellous light, they experience 
fo much calmnefs and | Joy, as to 
begin to be confirmed in their mif- 

take. But the pleafing fcene is 


| foon clouded—they find unexpec- 


| God 1s gone. 


ted corruptions—darknefs rifes— 
They tremble foi 


| fear they have laid hoid of a re- 


fuge of lies. 

"The doétrines made ufe of i 
carrying on this work, is anothe: 
diftinpuifhing feature of it. Thefe 
are the foul humbling doétrines ot 
our Saviour which exalt God, 
and {tain aJl the pride of human 
glory. The divine fovereignty— 
his ~aypee fal government—the ho- 
Jinefs, extent and inflexibility ot 
the susealia .w—human depravity-— 


our full dependence on Gadinthe 
|Special agency of the Holy Spirit 


} in ch mnvidh on 


and converfion— 
and mere grace thro’ Jefus Chrif! 
as the -Mediator, and the only 
one: Thefe have been kept con- 


proved like a fire and hammer that 
breaketh the flinty rock in pieces. 
I] would not be underftood, how- 


| ever, to fugoeft that fuch fentiments 


vave becn receiv all under 
| becn, received by all under 
awakenings with the fame effect. 
Some perfons were far from being 
fatisfied. Others did not know 
but the doctrines might be true. 
While others appeared to glory in 
aa 5 y 
them. Perfons in general were 
roufed to make fome ineuiry into 
thefe things. Whereas, the {elf- 
jultifying notions of religion ap- 
peared to be far from having any 


| effet in promoting the {pirit of fe- 


rioulnefs and reformation. 
It has been common for awaken- 
ed finners to think hard of the de- 
cr.ety Of God, ededion, and uncon- 
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ditional fubmiffion ; and to ftruggle | 
for a while to difcard them. They 
were wont to drefs them up in 
falfe and miftaken colours, ima- 
gining g God to be partial, to make | 
them machines, and precly de any 
ufe of the means of grace. But 
they were finally brought toathor- | 


ough conviétion, that thefe fenti- | 
ments which had appeared {fo terri- | 


bie to them were # ee oniy hope. 
If ever they were faved, it would 


Their contcft ceafed, and the di- 
vine fovereipnty and its kindred 


dodirmes became their peculiar joy | 


and fupport. In clofe conneétion 
with what has been now mention- 


moit plam, pungent preaching 
been accompanied with far the 
ercateft fuccefs. The more clear 


| 

ed, it was remarked, that the | 
has | 

| 

' 


jy, pointedly and folemnly, ‘a b- 
jeats were treated, the more hap 


py effets they evidently had on 
the hearers. Such warnings and 
inftru@ions feemed to be a lan- 
guage that was underftood ; and 
the force of which it was hard to 


evade. Of confeauence, the moft | 


plain, nord > exp rimental preach- 
ers, have been molt acceptable to 
the people in general. 


Narratives ‘of the work of Gi od | 


in one place and another have ap- 
peared greatly beneficial to keep 
up the attention to religion. Such 


accounts have been to many, “ like | 


cold waters to a thirfty foul” 

and to thofe under ferious imp wt 
fions, a folema fj wing to their fears 
and exertions. Perfous of all ages 


would liften to the bikers of this | 


wonderful work around with the 
greatelt avidity. Is not this an 


evidence, that thie publication of | 
relizious facts is one of the mof 
powerful and falutary means of 
grace, when it is managed with | 
{kill aad pradence ? 


Cafes of hopeful converfion. a- 





in Weft-Simfbury. [Oct 


mong us have had a ftill more re. 
markable effet, efpeciafly on their 
friends and acquaintance. There 
have been inftances in the married 
ftate, where God has appeared to 


| take one, and Jeave the other. 


The one left has feemed to have 
feelings as tho’ a feparation were 
begun, which would extend tothe 
eternal world. Such could not 
but have fome forebodings of the 


| 
' 
{ 
| 
| laff day, when the finner muft bid 
be in the way of fovercign mercy. | 
! 
! 


farewel to the faiat, and to aij 


| comfort, and fink into endlefs con- 


tempt. This has given diltrefs 
and fears, of which no one can 
form an idea, unlefs fuch as have 
experienced them. ‘The circum- 
fumes of the finner are undefcrib 


Finally, as to the abiding ef. 


| feéts of the werk, the hopeful con 


vertsappear to exhibit a real change 
of their moral feelings. There 
has as yet been no in{tance of apof- 
tafly among thofe who have made 
profefion. Among a number of 
others who hope, with whom | 
have particularly converfed, there 
has been none in my acquaintance. 
This is all of God and a praétical 
demonftration of the truth of the 
gofpel which unbelievers fo foolifh- 


ly defpife. We live in a wonder: 


(ful day. We fear, and rejoice 


with trembling. May Zion prof- 
per, and all the kind, benevolent 
urpofes of God be accomplifhed. 
This is the with and prayer of your 


ardent friend and brother in the 


Lord, 
ALEXANDER GILLET. 
Torrington, July 12, 1806 
ALTTER VIL. 
From the Rev. ‘JEREMIAH Hat- 
Lock of Weft Simfury. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HROUGH the courfe of 


twelve tedious wears, before 





Fe tes ie, 


en TS 
— 






















hal 
ala 


fe 
le: 
T 
tv. 
av 
lil 


pr 
{te 


tic 





Larne eB Lot 


1800. | 


this memorable period, the reli- 
gion of Jefus gradually declined 
among us. The doétrines of 
Chrift grew more and more unpop- 
ular ; family prayer, and all the 
duties of the gofpel were lefs re- 
garded ; ungodlinefs prevailed, 
and particularly modern infidelity 
had made and was making alarm- 
ing progrefs among us. Indeed it 
feeme -d to an eye of fenfe that the 
Sabbath would he loft, and every 
appearance of religion vanifh, yea 
that our Zion mult die, without an 
helper, and that infidels would 
aac at her dying groans. But 
the God of Zion, ‘whe can do ev- 
ery thing, was pleafed to appear, 
ind lift up the ftandard of the om- 
nipotent fpirit again{ft the enemy ; 
and to him be all the glory ! 

The firft appearance of the work 
was fudden, and unexpedted. 
Some particulars of which are as 
follows. The fecond fabbath in 
Oftober, I exchanged with abroth- 
erin the minitry. On my return 
the nextevening, I found a young 
perfon under deep imprethions of 
mind. Shetold me, that fhe was 
a poor finner, going down to hell : 
and that her impreflions began on 

fabbath in the forenoon, but 
increafed in the afternoon. And 
1 the evening her concern was 
h that fhe could no longer keep 
it fecret, though it had been her 
mtention that no one fhou'd know 
it. ‘Lhe next evening, at a con- 
ference, there was an unufual fo- 
lemnity, and many were in tears. 
The m ning following—lI found 
two other youth, with the one firlt 
awaken: il whofe 


minds were 
likewife imprefle d. 


On the even- 
ing of this day, a fermon was 
ea 7c! . Tene 2 * on = 
preached by a neighbouring mini- 
= ry. : ° ; 
fter, The meeting was uncommon- 
» Sit 
Jy fall, and the arrows of convic- 
tion reached fome hearts. 


A young man told me he had 
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the day before, drawn a number of 
books, at the library meeting on 
profane hiftory ; and was deter- 
mined to {pend the following win- 
ter in reading them and the like 
books : but hearing of this mect- 
ing he camethoughtrlefsly to it, and 
foon found he had a greater work 
to do than toread profane hiftories. 
He faw he was an undone finner, 
and muft become reconciledto God 
or perth. His diftrefs foon arofe 
to that degree that he feemed al- 
moft in defpair ; but was at length 
hopefully brought into God’s mar- 
vellous light. 

After this meeting, about four- 
teen children and youth were found 
whofe minds appeared to be im- 
prefled. One of them faid, “I 
have been over a precipice all my 
days, and never faw it until now.’ 
The next day, it was affeting to 
fee, by the rifing of the fun, awak- 
ened youth coming to my houfe 
to know what the y fhould do to be 
faved. In the after part of thé 
day, I vifited a number of families 
in another neighbourhood, where 





thefethingshad beenhardly known; 
and found a remarkable attention. 
The tear often flowed on the firft 
mentioning of eternal things. In 
the evening; there were found in 
the neighbourhood where the work 
firft began, at a houfe where a 
meeting had been appointed, about 
thirty children and youth who ap- 
peared ferious, and fome under 
deep concern. It was indeed 
an affesting fcene ; and one par- 
ticular faét, will not foon be for- 
gotten. 

A young woman deeply impref- 
fed, faid to another in the fame 
fituation, * Do not weep fo, what 
good can it do ? God does not re- 
gard fuch felfith tears as you and I 
fhed.””, Upon this, the one {poken 
to, took the other by the hand and 
| faid, “ O you are trying to quict 
S 
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me, but you tremble yourfelf,” 
which was truly the cale. 
Ontheenfuing fabbath, the work 
was vifible in the houfe of God ; 
and the conference in the evening 
was full and very ferious. But 
one week before matters never ap- 
peared darker : bot now the mar- 
vellous goings of the vi€orious 
Lamb were feen and felt. O how 
little we know what isin the fecret 
counfe!s of Immanuel! The fol- 
lowirg Monday, when a fermon 
was preached by a neighbouring 
minilter, almoft the whole parifh 
came to meeting, and the work ap- 
peared to be going on. And it 
was a trembling day, even among 
profeffors as well as others. It of. 
ten brought thefe words to mind, 
“ But who may abide the day of 
his coming ?” ; 
Being called one evening to vi- 
fit a neighbour in diftrefs of mind, 











T received from her the following | 
| moment. Evcry fymptom of its 


information. “ } was fober and 
ghoughiful when a child, ufed to 
atiend fecret prayer, thought i lov- 
ed good people, and finally conclu- 
ded that I was a Chriftian. But 
hearing that the work of God had 
beoun among us, I thought it be- 
came me to examine on what foun- 
dation I ftood ; when I found, I 
was building on the fand. On 
Monday night my hope perifhed.” 
I do not know that I ever faw an 
onein bodily diftrefs manifelt great- 
er anouifh. But before morning 
fhe found relief by having, (as the 
hoped) her will bowed and {wal- 
Jowed up in the willof God. She 
told me, the next morning, “ I 
think Ican now take care of my 
family and do all for the glory of 
God.”’ 

Before the week was out, anoth- 
er came in anguthh of f{pirit, who 
alfo had been refting ona hope of 
his good eftate ; but now faw him- 


? 


a om) 


fclf in the gall of bitternefs. He 


exprefied himfelf after this fort; 
“ T fee my heart fo oppofed to 
God that I could not be happy 
were I admitted to Heaven ; but 
fhovld choofe rather to be in helf 
than dwell with God.” Indeed 


| this was an hour when all appeared 


to be fhaken. But while fome 
foend no reft, fhort of entirely 
new hopes, others were confirmed. 

The next week, on Wednefday, 
November 1, another fermon was 
preached by aneighbouring brcther, 
when there was but about half as 
many prefent as the week before. 
And we were greatly afraid that all 
was about to decline and die. 
This was indeed a trying hour. 
No fond parent ever watched the 
fever ofhischild at the hour of itscri- 
is, when the period of life or death 
had arrived, with more anxious in- 


| terelled feelings, than numbers of 


God’s praying friends watched the 
work of the f{pirit at this critical 


being fixed and increafing was as 
life from the dead,but the thoughts 


of its going off were more dread- 


ful than the grave. It was not 


| long however, before it appeared 


\ 





that Ged was in very deed come 


| to carry on his work among us. 


And the hearts of Zion’s friends 
were clated with frefh hopes. Thofe 


whofe minds were arrefled, were 


for the moft part, increafingly im- 
prefied, and there were alfo inftan- 
ces of new awakenings. The fo- 
lemnity of this feafon cannot be 
communicated : it is known only 
by experience. 

A brother in the miniitry, a- 
mong whofe people the fame work 
had begun, told me that he had 
{een 20 in a room, the moft of 
them mortally fick and at the point 
of death ; but that the fcene was 
nothing fo impreflive, as to fee an 
houfe filled with fou's in diftrefs, 
fenfible of impending and eternal 
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wrath, and their feet finking in 
that horrible pit, from whence 
there is no redemption. Nature 
does not afford an adequate com- 
parifon to fet forth thefe f{cenes ; 
they exceed the things of time, as 
the foul exceeds the body, or eter- 


nityexceedstime. ‘* A wounded 


{pirit who can bear ?”” The appear- | were 


ance was more like an execution 
day. An awful filence reigned 
unlefs when it was broke by the 
cry, * what fhall I do to be faved!” 
But it was not long before (as we 
hope) one and another were bro’t 
to repentance and faith, and into 
the enjoyment of the pardon and 
comfort of the gofpel. And to 
behold poor finners who were but 
yelterday on the brink of deftruc- 
tion, and wholly unreconciled to 
God, now brought to fubmit to 
him, and to hear them fing the 
new fong ; intirely furpaffed all 
the victories of the moft famous 


‘Kings and Generals of our world. 
Here I would alfo mention, 


that the things 
the mind were plain gofpel truths, 
with which , people had long 
be and heard with 


en acquainted, 
indi fference. I heard one fay, “I 


ufed to think I believed there was 
a God, but ! find I never did till 
of late.’ The work was by no 
means noify, but rational, deep 
and {till, ‘Lhe rational faculties 
of the foul were ton iclred, and poor 
finncrs began to fee, that every 
thing in the bible was true ; that 


“ . , . 

God was in earnelt in his precepts, 
and t hreatenings were 
wholly finful and in the hand of a 
cr . ; 
lovereion God. In th 


hefe things 
the y by emed to themfelves an t oth- 


t} } , 
nat ticy 


ers like thofe aw iad out of fleep 

The } heart would oppofe, but yess 
ion and confcience were convicted, 
and the mouth was fhut. ‘Th 


iit you would know of perfons 


a ee 9¢ . 
ryakenings was, that they 


wad “19 
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| would be atall the religious meete 


ings, 
ger attention 
the hard things. 
trines of total 


and manifeft a filent and ea- 

What are calle 
fuch as the dec- 
depravity, of the 
election, and the like, 
popular. Thofe who were 
angry when ever thefe things 
preached, would ceafe to ob- 
ject, when ee convicted, 


were 
once 


their breafts. 
There wasa packs man ia the 
place, 50 years of age, who had 
neglected public worlhip, and had 
always been oppofed to the things 
of the gofpel, and who for fome 
time was at all the meetings. On 
a certain evemnng, the firft part of 
January, Imade hima vifit with a 
converfe with him on 
the ftate of his mind ; when he 
gave me for fubftance the follow- 


66 My mind beean 


o be impreffed as far back as Sep- 
to be p! fas tart S 


which took hold of | 


tember; but 1 kept it to myfelf. 
Several things seemed to contpice 
to increafe my attention. Some 
time in the fall j pms in my 
fleep that my daughter, who is 
| dead, came into the room. JI 
knew that fhe was dead and faid 
to her, What have you come tor ? 





She replied, Father, I am cometo 
teli younotto be damned. ‘bho’ 
this «was but a dream it tended to 


increafe my concern. A little af- 


2 a ane Sean fs 
ter this, thele particular worcs ¢ 
Prepare to meet thy God O [rael ; 
founded daily in my ears. Bur 


laft night my mind was {fo impref- 
fed that [ coukl not fleep. I arof 
about midnight, and called up my 
family. We prayed. After which 
1 returned to my bed again, but 
was equally diltrefled as before. 
When the dayapproached, | arofe, 
and taking my garment to put on, 
it appeared tome that itw 1sGod? S$ 
and [trembled to think how Ihad 
| ufed God’s property. All that T 
turned my cyes on Jooked tke 


e 
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God’s things. When I opened 
the door and beheld the world, 
and the rifing morning, the ap- 
pearance was the fame. And the 
new of the terrible maj jefty of that 
od, whofe were the hea ivens, and 
the earth, and all things, fo over- 
whelmed my mind, that it took 
awe y my bodily {tren pth. I t turii- 
ed ab out and fell on my knees, for 
Thad not ftrength to ftand. I 
thought of poor Infidels, that 
though they made light of thefe 
things, yet, if the f{trongelt of 


x 
\ 
re 
~“ 


jety of God, which was now dif. 
covered to my mind, they would 
sot be ableto ftand. After I re- 
turned into the houfe, I directly 
had a view of the precioufnefs of 
Jefus. And J} could pour out my 
foul for Chrift’s dear minifters 
Then my mind turned on the caufe 
f ra tthe I longed to have it 
uilt up, and the g 
n. I thought of the poor hea- 
then, and aid, O that the An- 


prefent work go 


might fly through the earth ! I 
Oe OS i Oe a and : 
Could iove MV encm Cs; a prs ay 
r their converfion ; and mer | 
to every one I had ido oe 

Ti} 1S is tor {ubftance what he 
told me at my entering the houfe, 
without being afked a queflion 
A fier a fhort paute he added. “6 l 
veal? aoe ss _ ‘ 
wilh you would pray for me that I 

+ P } J : 
mroht be converted, if God can 
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words. ‘*O what what {weetfing. 
g! [never heard fuch finging| be. 
fore! This is the firft happy meet- 
ing I ever faw. I never knew 
what love was before. I ufed to 
think Thad love, but I find J ney. 
had.”” This was Friday eve- 
ping. The following Sabbath, 
the Lord’s fupper was adminitter- 
ed. He tarried asa {pectator, and 
appeared to be filled with comfort 
and ey In the intermiffion he ob- 
ferved; * Thisis the firft Sermon 


Lever hand.” And he remark- 
them were to fee the dreadful ma- | 


ed, how glorioufly it looked to fee 
Zion fitting at the table of Jefus, 
and praying unto and praifing her 
king. As he fpake much of his 
p recious Jefus, I replied, ** Why 
do you thus admire him ?” He an- 
{wered, * Becaufe he loved his 
Father’s law,” The question Was 
then put, ** Do you think that Je- 

fus is a fiiend to the divine law 
and government ?? His anfwer 


was, * Yes, I believe that Jefus 


| has that regard for the law, that 
gel with the everlafting gofpel | 


rather than fee it made void he 
would fend ten worlds to hell.” 
The queftion then was, ** Do you 
love him for this ?? He _ replied, 
“1 do.’ But all this while, he 
did not {peak of himfelf, as though 


| he thought he was conv verted. 


The work now was evidently on 
the increafe. We had lediures ev- 


| ery week, mofily preached by 


neighboring minifters. 


convert me, confittently, with his | 


pleafure and glory. If not, I do 
not defireit. IL witha Mo that you 
would pray for my poor children, 
that God would convert them ; 
not that they are any better, or 
heir fouls worth any more, than 
my neighbor’s.” The day light 


was now gorc, and we went to a 
rity - © 
meetin Lhe 102d Pflalm =e 


tune, of Let Zion and her fons 
rejoice 3’ &e. After finging he 


felf cearly in thefe 


ee Ee 


And here 
I would mention, that the awa- 
kenings in other places, the procia- 


f, 


mation from the General Afien 
biy, refpecting the fabbath, - 
‘ 1 ‘ 
the recuiations in {chools, all 
} ° { 
feemed to be atrendcd with good 


{ 
* ‘ me 
were euuipy 


effeéts. Conference: 

! 
up in C1 very part of the p arith 3 all 
re pio us Meetings were oreo wing 


full and folcmn 3; and every weck, 


and fomcumes every day would 
bring the 


re hanefialic te, 
one hopefully converted. Indec 


animating news © f{ fome 
} 


tees revenge 
c pb eS Sy 
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it feemed as if it would be impofh- 


' : 
ble, for any thing to fland before 


; ; 
the powcr of God; and that every 
one mutt bow. However dread 
ful expt rience proves, that natural 

nare, indecd morally dead. — 
‘Lhey are harder than rocks, deat- 
than adders, and more ftubborn 


} (’ ! , 
ran the flurdieft oaks ; that which 


' 
il break down the rocks, and 
tear up the obftinate oaks, will 


have no effect on the carnal mind. 


As means did not be gin this work 
of themfelves, fo neither did they 
fapport, or carry it on. Put as 
‘is was the work of the omnipo- 


ent {pirit, fo the effeets procuc 
ed proclaime d its fovereign, divine 
Author. One w 


another 


neo 
els ais 


is taken her: ; 
there ; and often 
thofe where we fhould the leaft 
l have feen fome at this 





time under the moft awakening 
‘ } } 
idements, as thoughtiefs as ever ; 


< nd oth: rs in ri l] health al d pre i- 
perity pricked in the heart. 
rtain 


A ce neighbour in the 


winter, had a dan 


serous epidemical difeafe, (which 


; ep" 
wanner. Yet neither this terrible 
1 Pp 1 4 
cknels, nor the awakenines of 
’ ; , ee e. 
thers, couid vufe his attention. 
> c 


iCC\ CVGT > 
barn as uiual, the thoucht truck 
bis mind, that he could not do the 
i » WITHoL (yod. | f } id 
} J 1 { } 4 > ip 
1 CAPCICISy VAIN ie, ANG Mace 
t ‘ ' } 
of | ay nl ; HH: toid 
1 ' 
he thought im was too filly a 
ing, for a rational creature to 
tendto. He ufed to fay, if a 
‘ ’ | ‘ . be 
Mad roa hard he Ought to iive 
i a ! Wl; 
Well, oalenee he telt no Obiiga- 


bY caufe even for 





iC hill Oy or r¢ turing 


~~ . ; 2 ~ 
ANCVIVEL of Reliaion an 


Hi? -9. oy Bnew 
LA +? / Sit 
~ . bs J° 


' -_ eel —— 7 ‘ 
tNanks. ! if nov ; wien the 
P ‘® deesehe lise mena _ 
thought { rucn iis I bidthay that he 


“ Tang that atl I do 1s felfifh. If 
? 


had ne independent power to do 


the Te {} thing without God, it 
pricked him to the heart. This 
infinite God a:peared the preat 
and firft cauie of every thing ; and 
tj ao x ed i” «NIM. H > WaS at 


to fupprefs and 


Cone eal is convidtic DS, but foon 


ee i. * 
firlt determined 
/ } " . 
And after a- 
ee a ' a? 
VOU WO WCCKS | => Was hot efully 
i 4 
1 ns 4 o - 
to fubmit to God. 
c ae ic , 
r perfon told me thus, 
‘ro, on fuch an eve- 


ning, {rom a conierence, where J 
} { Lins ind “Ancern 
dict i ‘ Ss. uU cr c¢ nCcerm, 
i meara ¢ : Ip ak Gf the love 
} nt } - np 

of Gi 9» a Or; ti I he pe in 

! } ) 1! P nla J 
f iff +e) Hovis uA ok ener ie ct 


my inc, untd as l was on my 


nN my Cars ‘ITs it nothing to you 


Hye that pads by 2”? Thefe words 
{ a hismund, and he applied 
them thus: “ ] othing to Me, 
that my netghbours and thefe of 
n ge are troubled abcut their 
finc, and fome hopefully convert- 

}t0 God? Have I not fins to be 


, ey! 
‘\ i ( Ll ic nce i I ¥ ri n?? 
] {4 t] J if ea al ut ¢ t ee cht 
after his mind was thus taken hold 
oO! lis convidtons were much 


! ’ ? 
; when he obfervedthus; 


iis felfifh, And 
onc hung upon 


ray or read, 


\ 
I feel myfclf like 


y da 


tenter hooks. Elis fituation is very 
i ’ 5 he ’ aa ‘ 1 (ty 

GicKciurg, bu ne More Hn (Tug 
ples the deeper the paraful hooks 


’ ' 
; Vas Satur Vy 


» " Pye: ° 
enerrate Th ai 
Wisbtiude . : 

’ 


— _« 
1 a terior 


mout 4 mm aince 
tiki abl Wee bh 


hour. But the next d 


hop » t] it hi &rcccit od 


3, trying 
y this man 
anew heart 


nded Saviour. f have 


from the aice bat < 

heard him fay ** thet a new heart, 

or deliverance from fin, appeared 
af 4 

he thoughit, 

dcliverance { 


more precious than 


rom he'].”” 
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I obferved a little back, that 
this fpiritual fhower was fovereign 
in its pees: ‘There was a 
certain man, between 40 and 50, 
living in a remote part of the par- 
ith, who was a Gallio as to reli- 
gion, and sailiadle abforbed in the 
things of the world. He had at 
tended no conferences, and was 
feldom at meetings on the Sabbath. 
But one evening having gone to 
bed as thoughtlefs as ever, he awa- 
ked about midnight when thefe 
words came forcibly tnto hi3 mind: 
© O that they were wife, that they 
under(tood thi s, that the A would 
confider their latter end !”? Here 
was the beginning of his convic- 
tion which lafted three or four | 
weeks. I have heard hiin fay, 
that he found himfeif naked, a f{in- 
ner, and without excufe. And 
before he found Jefus, he was 
brought to fee that God was juft, 
if he fent him to hell 

I faid in the beginning of this 
jetter, that before the awakening, 
modern infidelity had made, and 
was making, alarmiog progre{s a- 
mong us. Some who had been 
infidels for years are among the 
hopeful converts; aad are labor. 
ing to build up the faich they oace 
fought to deitroy. 1 might en- 
targe 5 but fhall here clofe my firft 
letter, leaving further 
forthe next; which I 
iznd you (if this is accepted) the 
fii it opportuuity. 

From yout fincere friend, 

Jenemian Hacrock. 
Welt-Symfbary, Juiy 16, 1800. 
(To be coniinwd ) 
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For tHe Connecricur Evan- 
Av Masazine. 

Pa f : 

Ephel. iv. 25 “ Bz ye angry, and 


jin nat. 


E O' AV ist hi Seer eyee ee ery | 
iL What ts alets anger? An 


anor, fay fome, waich does not 


exceed the provocation ; and, is 
not too long retained : for the di- 
reion is, let not the fun go down 
upon your wrath. But is the fame 
wrath criminal after funfet, which 
was innocent before ? Or does it 
give place to the devil after the 
fun is down, and not before ? Why 
may we indulee an anger in the 
day time, which we muft pat away 
at nicht ? Befides, are we not lia- 
ov to eftimate psc unjutt- 
ly ? One man will highly refent, 

what will give no umbrage tO a- 
nother. ‘This explanation of the 
| precept mutt certainly be defective 
jot gives no fixed ftandard, by 
| which anger may be tried—It af- 
fords no certain rule for the govern- 
ment of the paflions. Yet, anger is 
lawful, and not only lwhal, but 
commendable. It exilts in the di- 
‘vine mind: For, God is angry with 
the wicked every day. Weare told 
that, on a certain occafion, F:/us 
'looked about, on his captious ene- 
| mies, with anger, being grieved for 
‘the hardnefs of their hearts. ‘This 








was righteous anger—che anger of 


' 

an infinitely benevolent mind—an 
| anger, containing a high and per- 
| fect % difapprobation of wickednefs. 
Such anger we may exercife ; and 
| fh wl, if we have the fpirit of Chrift. 
Bur every degree of that anger, 
which feeks the hurt of its objeé, 
is ciminal. Every degree of that 
feeling of mind, which enjoys the 
fuffzrings of another, be the prov- 
ocation what it may, is finful. 
This is a fpirit of revenge No fuch 
anger as this exifts in the divine 
miad. God has no pleafure in the 
death of him that dieth. He, 
whocan enjay the pain of another. 
will fzek it ; and, if in his power 
linflit it. This is a paflion ; there- 
| fore, direttly the reverfe of that 
benevolence, that love, which we 
are required to ex ercife 
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ward enemies, ‘She difpolition, 
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which enjoys the pain of another, 
and leads to infli&t 1t when in our 


jower, invades the prerogative of 


that God, who fays, vengeance is 
mine, I will repay He, who in- 
dulses this anger, takes the fword 
of divine vengeance into his own 
hands. Whenever we feel a pleaf- 
ure in the difappointment, the ca- 
lamity or fufferings of a fellow- 
creature, be his chara€ter what it 
may, or whatever abufes we may 
have received ; it may be deperd- 
ed on, we indulge a {pirit of re- 
venge. That anger, which will 
prevent mourning with thofe, who 
mourn—whicl: is inconfiitent with 
praying for the beft good of its ob- 
ject, is finful. That anger, and 
that alone, which confifts in difap- 
probation of wickednefs, and op. 
pofition of will to it, is lawful. 
This is virtuous anger—it makes us 
like Chrift. This anger does not 
ruffle or difcompofe the mind. It 
infits for no duty ; but may be felt 
with calmnefs and ferenity. We 
are not forbidden to fet the fun go 
down upon fuch anger as this. 








Letters to Mifs N. 


{Continued from page 110 ) 
LETTER II. 
Ma’am, 
N my former letter, I began an 
| account of a meeting I attend 
ed, when a number of people in 
thistown were cxamined, as can- 
didates foradmifhonintothe church. 
i mentioned fomething concerning 
your amiable friend Mifs C 
Your curicfity, you fay (1 hope 
fomething more than that) has led 
you to — that I would finifh 
the narratio 





the : Ree. Mr. be- 
gan to examine them tn the doc- 
trines and inflitutions of the gofpel, 
he obferved, that he defizned, not 


YP 
Lerore 
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only to acquaint himfelf with their 
knowledge on thefe fubjeéts ; but 
that he hoped to make it an in- 
{tructive meeting to them—that he 
would by no means have any of 
them in the leaft difconcerted, 
tho’ he thould afk feveral queftions, 
which they might be unable to an- 
fwer—that fuch queftions would 
give him an opportunity to intrud 
them, by anfwering them himfelf, 
which, he faid, was a_ principal 
object that he had in view. He 
further defired, that they would, 
not only give their opinions on any 
queftion he fhould propole, but as 
far as they were able, give, by way 
of evidence of it, at leaft one ce- 
cifive proof, as a reafon why 
they believed it, for as he juftly 
remarked, their belief of a truth 
would be of little fervice to fatisfy 
themfelves, or inftrué others, ur- 
lefs they were able to pive a reafon 
for it—I propofe to give you the 
fubftance of he examination. It 
is true that fome of the queftions 
were not correctly anfwered, and 
others not in the beft manner prov- 
ed by fome of the candidates. In 
thefe cafes, the minifter explained 
them himfelf. I fhall give the an- 
{wers, as well as I can, as he ei- 
ther flated them, or approved 
them in others. 

9. Is therea God ? 4. There 
is ; and itis evident from the ex- 
iftence ef the world, and every 
thing which we behold. , Is 
the Bible his word ? 4. The ex- 
alted ici it gives of God, the 2e- 
complifhment of its prophecies, 
and the confiftency and excellency 
of its doctrines a and precepts, prove 


thatitis fiom him. Q. Is God 
good? sf. The excellency of his 


law is as real an evidence of his 
goodnefs as creation is of his pow- 
er. Hits gofpel is a further mar- 
ifeftation of unfpeakable goodnefs. 


G fat! eo > 
9. Ts the f ue r God A. Chrifk 
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I44 LLetcer to 


addrefled him as fuch, when he 
faid, O Father Le: nd of heaven 
andearth. 9. Is Ciwift God: 
A. In the beginning was the word 
—and the word ! 
became fichh, and dwelt among us. 
9.Isthe Holy Ghoit God ? 47. 
Chrift foc aks of fuch as are born 
of the Spirit, aa born af God. 


tr +... 4 a i oe 
When oe shied tathe Holy 


ht id : 
Ghoit, Re > far | in” nag rr. tO 
1 a7 gy. re) . 
BE UTILO WC a a tnere t n 
> P ry 
three Gods : 4 1: icripture 
4 


are ex; refs that there is bet one 
God, and that t 

bear recordin heaven, the Father, 
the Word, al d tiie Tlol ny (shot 
and thefe three are one: and ac- 


} ! Q veetohie aa 
COTUINE Ys, Chrift: n baptilin | oe 8 


each name. 2. Is i proper to 
call this diverfity three perfons : 
A. Chiift in fpeaking ef himfelf, 
uf i on, J 


‘ i 


- = a 7 Lane 

= the Mike nerion, Z/ 5 ipeaking 
~ ' » ? eee Me 

of the Father, he uf 


perfon, Thou; and fpeakiny of 
' ‘ f ' ¥ ’ ° 
the Holy Ghoft, he ufes the third 
per ON, Lic “<<: Of what ufe ts 
} Ce mnew lene i, the oh wonetu oe 
tne Knowicage oO} ac a fibitys 
@ d 
A. It leads us to adore the Lather, 
as the f 9Uurce ¢ of Grae ce. tO 3 I on 
— Se redemption, and apply 


o the Spirit, for fanctification and 
ost a, Q. What right has God 
to us, and our fervices? Uf. We 
are his by creation, and he is wor- 
thy of our fervices. 9. Tow ex- 
tenfive is his providence ? 4. THe 

Lort allthine 
worket } < Caine 
counfel of his own will. 9. What 
is hislew ? A. It demands im- 
partial and perfect love, on tly 

le -— ‘ ret } ? 
penalty of dea h. Lhow that tov 
the Lord thy God wiih all thy 
heart—and ! thy neighbor as thyfelf. 
The {oul : that fan 9 {}) ul! an . (/ 
What is God’s object in hits law 
and provi lence ? sf. ‘bo advan 
his own glory and enrich his creat- 


et P 
S accoraing to tn 


o enset > Se ee eee ee) ns 4 
ures with the bett man:fetlations of 


his Own P Trecuions, in prom IAD 


5 * 


the greatcit happiaeis. “ihe law 
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dively tends to happinefs, and the 
{eri ee s affure us, that the porpefe 


_ of God refpecting the falvation of 
‘men, was from his own love ; tha 


Chrift came to glorify the father ; 

od thar all thin; gs fhall work to 
ge ther for the sood of them thar 
love God. 9. Is Chrift God on 
ly?) “4. His birth, death and 
refurrection, fhow that he is man 
alfo. Q. In what didt he media- 
torial work of Chrift confift ? 4 
In his fufterings, for our pardon 
he redeemed us _ ae the curfe ct 
the law, being made a curfe for us ; 
and in bis obedience, by which h: 
became the Lord our righteoufness, 
that we may be rece ived inte glory. 
O Willall be Gill by him? 4 
No. Wide is 1 he gate, and broad 


iS the Way, that | fead thtod ae {try Ce 


tion, and many there be, whicl 


toatl J 


coin thereat. 2. Who will 
* , » Cc ' 
faved ?) A. Such as approve of 


the mediaterial char: Aer rand wor 
fChrift. He that believeth, thal 

faved. ©. Howevilisthe: 
tural heart ? 77. Deccitful above 
all thines, and defperarely wick 
—-totally depraved. 9. By what 
finners led to 
lieve ? A. By being created anew 
in Chrift J furs by the Hol, 
Ghoft. 9. OF w! ai ufethen ar 
the common means of grace ? 7. 
Vhey awaken men, and ftore th 
underfianding with kno wledg yyand 
prepare men for the exercife c f ho 
linefs,as foon as they are renew: 1: . 
and God ts pleafed to attend fuch 
inf{tructions, wi an es ps urit. Faith, 
the gift of God, comes by hearing. 
G VY 


9, When did God fix on fuch a 


he faves? 4. They were chofen 


mcans then are 


wa 


-. Onen a * sis 
in Chriflt, before the foundations 


of the world. QO. Are Chriftians 
—_ . - , . 

ferved from avol ily, by their 
own itrength and faithfulne fs? A. 
‘Their diligence is a means of their 
prefervation, as Paul kept under 


his body ; but they are kept, by 
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che power of God, thro’ faith un- 
to falvation. 9. Is prayer a du- 
ty? A. Public focial prayer is 
inftituted ; the apoftle directs that 
when the Church is afflembled, 
firft of all, prayers and fupplica- 
tions be made for all men ; our 
Lord directs, that we enter into 
our clofets, and pray in fecret ; 
and every direétion, which refpedts 
family religion, implies family 
prayer. 9, Of what ufe is pray- 
er? A. It does not prevail on 
God to change his purpofes ; for 
he is of one mind, and who can 
turn him ! Bur it directly honors 
God, fpiritualifes the petitioner, 
and prepares him to receive the 
bleffings, which God has told us, 
he is always ready to beltow on 
fuch as afk. Q, What is fubmif- 
jion to God ? A. It does not im- 
ply an indifference about our com- 
forts 3 but is refigning all to God, 
from a confidence in the rectitude 
of his adminiftrations. It was 
perfectly exemplified by Chri, 
when in an agony, he prayed that 
the cup of his fufferings might, if 
pofhible, pafs from “sa adding, 
aeverthelefs not my will, but thine 
be done. 

But if I proceed in this manner, 
ifhall weary you. In addition to 
thefe, and many fimilar queftions, 
he afked them concerning the ref- 


urrection of the dead—the day of 


jidgment—the nature of a Gofpel 
Church—-the qualificatious for 
memberfhip—the duties of the 
menmers to cach other—the nature 

id defien of baptifm, and the 
j Lord? S Supp er—their motives, in 
defiring to join the Church, and 
the privileges 
they were matters of families, 
whether they prayed in their fam- 
iliecs—whether they would confent 
to deny themfelves things, in their 


view indifferent, if the y found them 


Va. ‘. No. 4. 


they expected—if 





# griefto the asain” 


they would meekly fubmit to difci- 
pline, and on what they pare 
their hopes, that they fh8uid nox 
be a difhonor to reli, gion? &c. 
When the examination was clo- 
fed, our minifter exhorted us all, 
to read the fcriptures, not only in 
a devotional way, but as ftudent S, 
that we misht never be ata lots 
for evidence, to fupport every doc- 
trine, and duty, taught in the sof- 
pel. ie cenfured the inattention 
of sany Chriftians to this fubjedt, 
and ftated the dangers to which, 
by this neglect, they expofed them- 
felves, from the temptations of 
ie and their own corruptions ; 
and from the arts, and addrefs, of 
infidels, and "ene ics ; andthe dif- 
honor they bring on religion, and 
on themfelves—He, and the 
Committec of the Church, then 
retired, to confider, 1 fuppofe, 
whether they tho’c it belt to pro- 
pound the candidatestothe Church, 
or advife them to fufpend their pro- 
ceedings, 7tili by felf-examination, 
and prayer, they might become 
better qualitied > as 1 underftand 
they have fo advifed in feveral 
flances. When they returned, 
the Minifler obferved to them all, 
that he, and the Committee, were 
not unwilling, on their defire, to 
propound them to the Church— 
that they did not pretend to know 
their hearts—that if their profef- 
fion was falfe, they muft anfwer 
for itthemfelves, at the lait day. 
He cautioned them againtt fettling 
down into carelefinels, and a eood 
opinion of themfclves, | becaufe they, 
as would probably be the cafe, 
were admitted into the Church. 


Hie read to them the confefhon of 


faith and the covenant. He ex- 
horted them to walk worthy of the 
high vocation wherewhiththey were 
called, and afier fome pertinent 
obfervations, made by the Com- 
muttce to them, he concluded the 
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meeting by commending ‘them to 
the mercy and prote¢tion of God 
in prayer. 

{ pray that you, Ma’am, may 
before Jong, ona fimilar occafion, 
acquit yourfelf, with the fame fin- 
cerity and propriety, as did your 
friend Mifs C——. 

Iam, &c. i. 





Letter from Euma, lately become 
Jerious, toa friend fiill in a flate 
of fecurity. 

My pear [’riEnD, 
Prefume you will be furprifed, 
on perufing the contents of 
this letter, to find fo great an al- 
teration in the fentiments of your 
friend, refpecting the happinefs 
of thofe who poffefs true religion. 

We were both of us greatly de- 

ceived in fuppofing Chriftians were 

unhappy.—Il hope, through the 

mercy and goodnefs of God, l 





| 
| 


{ 


| 


} 
| 


have been brought to fee a beauty | 
in holinefs, and have found a hap- | 


pinefs in religion far fuperior to 
any which this world can afford ; 
it is fomething real while that 
which you enjoy is all imaginary. 


purfuit. Now letme afk you, have 
you ever found it in the pay circles 
and vain amufements which you 
frequent ? In your hours of retire- 
ment, if you have any, do you 
find a fatisfaction in refle&ing on 
your paft life? No you cannot. 
If you ever think you are account- 
able to God for the time he is giv- 
ing you to prepare for eternity, 
furely you muft be unhappy, that 
you have mifimproved fo much of 
it. ‘Lhe morning of life is cer- 
tainly the moft proper time to ferve 
the Lord ; we have a promife that 
thofe that feek early fhall find ; 
andcan any thing “appear more 
beautiful than early picty ? 
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Retire but for one hour and fe- 
rioufly confider the fubjeét ; con- 
fider yourfelf an immortal being, 
one whofe eternity depends upon 
the improvement of time. Do 
not put it by, ’tilla more conven- 
ient feafon, for “ now is the ac- 
cepted time and now is the day 
of falvation—to day if you will 
hear his voice harden not your 
heart.” Youknow not, my friend, 
the danger of delay. If you feel 
difpofed to put off repentance till 
to-morrow, remember it will be 
harder than it is to-day ; and 
what is your life ? “It is a vapor 
that appears for a little time and 
then vanifhes away.”” What would 
be your feelings fhould you this 


| day be called to clofe your eyes 


upon all earthly enjoyments, and 
appear in the world of fpirits, there 
to receive your final fentence ? 
How different would they be 
from thofe that have devoted their 
lives to the fervice of God, and 
endeavored to live for his glory? 
They can look forward into eter- 
nity with peace and joy, knowing 
in whom they havebelieved. ‘They 


'can commit their immortal fouls 
You will allow happincfs ever has | 
been, and ftill is the objeét of your | 





intothe hands of Jefus, and re- 
joice to be freed from fin, to go 
and be forever with the Lord. 
Words would fail me was I to at- 
tempt to defcribe what eye hath not 
feen or ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to 
conceive ; viz. the joys that are 
prepared for them that love God. 
And fuppofe it were poflible you 
could live here always, in that cafe 
it would be wife in you to feek 
happinefs from that in which you 
would be the moft likely to obtain 
it. Your own experience hath 
taught you, that it is not to be 
found in the things of this world ; 
purfue them no further, they will 
ever difappoint you. Nowrefolve 
that you will feck religion with as 
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much earneftnefs as ever you 
fought the pleafures and vanities 
of life; but do not make the refo 
lution in your own ftrength. Go 
to God for afliftance ; reft not till 
Chrift be formed in you the hope 
of glory; until you have a hope 
that will be as an anchor to your 
foul both fure and ftedfaft. It is 
probable if you live many years in 
the world, you will be called to 
pafs through fome fcenes in which 
you will need that divine fupport 
which the world can neither give 
nor take from you ; and you cer- 
tainly will in the hour of death 
when all dependance upon crea- 
tures muft fail, Then you will 
want a God to go to as a friend. 
Do be perfuaded now to accept of 
Chrift as he is offered in the gof- 
pel, the chief among ten thoufands 
and altogether lovely ; view the 
glorious fon of God calling and 
inviting finners to come to him that 
they may have life. Andcan you 
ftill refufe ? Is eternal life fo fmall 
a trifle in your efteem, as not to 
deferve the renunciation of a few 
tranfitory enjoyments ? How can 
you a& fo unlike a rational crea- 
ture as to fell your immortal foul 
for the pleafures of a moment ? 
Leave them all my friend and join 


a that noble few, 
Who dare ftray upward and purfue 
The unbeaten way te God. 


In what can we manifeft fuch 
folid wifdom as by choofing that 
good part which fhall not be taken 
from us? I truft you have a doc- 
trinal belief in the fpirit and power 
of religion, and of the total de- 
pravity of the human heart; if fo 
you muft believe that Ged, out 
of Chrift, cannot be reconciled to 
you, and you canaot think a recon- 
ciliation with the great fovercign 
of the univerfe unimportant ; ftrive 
therefore to make your calling and 





election fure. I know that after 
we have done all that we can do, 
we are unprofitable fervants ; yet 
we are told to work out our own 
falvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God that worketh in us 
both to will and do of his good 
pleafure. As we have no claim to 
mercy we fhould the more earneft- 
ly and humbly plead for acceptance 
through the Redeemer. 

Perhaps you will think that the 
felf-denial which is required in the 
{cripture, will make Chriftians un- 
happy. On the contrary, thofe 
Chriftians who live moft in the ex- 
ercife of this duty, and feek the 
glory of God more than their own 
good are the moft happy. That 
you may know by experience what 
this happinefs is, is the fincere wifh 
of your friend 
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Some account of the charatter and 
religious experiences and exercifes 


of Mrs. Nancr Bisuop. 


HIS perfon was the daughter 

of Mr. Adino Pomeroy of 
Middletown in this ftate. She 
was born at Northampton in the 
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, 
where her father formerly refided, 
February «sth, 1764 ; in her 
childhood Mr. Pomeroy removed 
to Middletown, where fhe received 
her education, and where fhe re- 
fided until March 2, 1797, when 
fhe was married to the Honourable 
Nathaniel Bifhop of Richmond ia 
faid Commonwealth. Her perfon 
was tall and graceful—her coune 
tenance lively and expreflive—fhe 
was favoured with an uncommon 
flow of animal f{pirits—her temper 
was {prightly and remarkably pla- 
cid—her underftanding {ound and 
well cultivated, and her manners 
amiable and conciliating. She 


was active in the practice of rela- 
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tive dutics, and adorned the holy 
religion which fhe profeffed. In 
the | prime of life, in e: ify cheat 
ftances and happy in the ‘tendereft 
of all human conneétions, the was 
attached to the world by many 
powcrful ties ; yet under the in- 
fluence of divine grace, fhe met 
the King of Terrors with a {mile 
She died of the puerperal fever on 
the 19th day December 1797, ten 
days after the birth of her child, 
og in the 33d year of her age 
"Che infant alfo dying the day p re- 

ceding, was fhrouded with her and 
interred i in the fame grave ; the af- 
fured hope which fhe had expref- 
fed bias years before, of pafling 
in triumph at laft thro’ the dark 
dominions of the King of Tcrrors, 
thro’ the grace of the fon of God 
her divine conductor, was eminent 
ly realized. ‘Tranquil and com- 


pofed, at the certain approaches of 


death, fhe faid, to the inexprefh 
ble comfort of her W eeping pe irt- 
ner: * lam not afraid to die.” 
rn 7 1 

fl hus, as her life had been a pattern 


for imitation: fo the manner of 
her death was a {tri iking proof of 


I 
the value of Chriftian piety in a 
dying hour. 
. ret ’ 

hus much for her general 

ra¢ter, and the manner and 
circumi{tances of her departure. 
What remains will be to bring the 
reader more acquainted with fome 


of the exercifes and operations of 


her mind, at feveral periods, du- 
ring her progrefs in the Chriftian 
courfe. This will be done by tranf- 
cribing fome writings compofed, 
as it appears, for her own private 
ufe, which fhe left behind her. 
Thefe writings were never defign- 
ed for the public eye, but merely 
as a help to private devotien, and 


of courfe no f{pecial attention was 
paid either to ftyle or method. 
wes they appear much more cor- 

e&t than, under thefe cireumftan- 
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ces, could have been’ expeted ; 
and the want of a ftudied ar range- 
ment is more than compenfated by 
that artlefs fimplicity of manner 
which feems calculated to exprefs, 
to the beft advantage, the genuine 
feelings of the heart. The tranf- 
ition from contemplation to prayer 
is frequently fudden, but this alfo 
fecms to be, under the circumftan- 
ces of the writer, deeply impreffed 
with divine things as the was, a 
more natural effufion of the heart, 
than could exift under forms ever 
fo logical and correé&t. It is ap- 
prehended beft therefore to pre- 
fent thefe writings to the reader, 
with little variation of ftyle and 
none of meaning or fentiment. 
Her obfervations begin as follow, 
‘ The forepart of July 1790, my 
“thoughts were troubled that J} 
“never had owned the Lord 
* Chrift by my own voluntary 
© profe fion, nor renewed for my- 
“ elf, what my parents had done 
“for me in my infancy; I there- 
“‘ fore took pains to get what light 
H could on that fubje&. Iknew 
my unworthinels of fuch a feaft 
as the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
fi pper 5 yet may Saviour feemed 
to wee re, in language ‘very 
pathetic, to his table ; but how 
io come without a faving change 
“ wrought in my fcul, was mat- 
“ter of long debate with myfelf. 
“hat paflage in 1 Cor. xi. 29, 
“ foemed to torbid that which I 
‘longed for.” She then relates 
the meafures fhe took to obtain fat- 
isfaction as to her duty, firft by 
writing to a Clergyman and then 
by converting with him, and other 
Minifters of the gofpel on the fub- 
jet, the refult of which was, her 
doubts were removed, and on the 
t4th of November 1790, whena 
preparatory lecture before the Sa- 
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crament was pre: ached, her defire 
to be admitted into full communion 
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with the firft church of Chrift in 
Middletown was propofed to the 
church. This being done, and 
reflecting on the fubject in her re- 
tirement, fhe exclaims, * Is it pof- 
‘ fible they can admit fo unworthy 
‘a creature to Chriftian fellow- 
‘fhip? Yet the eye of man is 


© nothing— God is the fearcher of | 


‘ hearts, let me abide in his word, 


‘and prepare for the important | 


‘ tranfaction which ts before me.” 
She then addreffes the throne of 
race in manner following. 

“ O Lord God, reétity the dif- 
order that finhas made inmy foul. 
‘ —Renew my foul in the know- 
ledge of thy grace. —Let me, O 
my God, be made an heir of 
* olory.—Permit me to be impor- 
tunate with thee for a blefling 
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all my powers and faculties to 
be thine forever.—Here, on my 
bene ded knees, 
me pay that homage which is 
due to thee only.—Thefe eycs, 
which look to thee for mercy, 
will fhortly be clofed in death.— 
My original frame is mouldering 
back to “duit. —QO God ot Grace, 
hear me f{peedily, thou knowelt, 
O Lord, in what Iam defeétive, 
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tranfaction.— | 
I have taken a covenant into my | 
mouth, to give up myfelf with | 


O my God, let | 


‘the importance of my eternal | 


© 


C mCerns, my frail exiftence, 


“yy 


n 


o 


thee, fhow me thy glory.—Thou 
haft commanded me to love thee 
with all my heart, foul, itreneth 
and mind.—O God, kindle the 
facred flame of love in my breatt, 
which knows no other love but 

ee. | refign all to thy difpo- 

al.——J refign my heart and hand 
to thee .—My heart fill with 
> to thee —My hand employ 
in thy fervice, though in the 
meaneil office in thy 
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Cay 
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and | 
what a feeble tenure my life is | 


f ipported —O God, I befeech | 
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Command me what thou wilt,, 
O Lord, give me but ftrength to 
obcy.—I refign my choice, my 
will, my liberty. —1 afl thy love 
as my inheritance. —Let me not 
live to difhonour, or bring a re- 
proach on, thy holy nanic-—- 
Let me not, O my Heavenly 
Father, grieve thy Holy Spirit. 
My devotion to God has been 
mingled with levity and irreve- 
rence ; O God, enter not into 
judgment with me, for the beft 
actionsof my lifecannot bear thy 
{crutiny. O God, in covenant 
mercy receive me, for Chrift’s 
fake.—May my folemn requeft, 
now figned on earth, be ratified 
in heaven ; ; and may I awa 


t 
ke to 
the life of a heaven-born 


foul 
—thro’ the mercy of Jefus ovr 
advocate and interceffor—in 
whofe worthy name, let me fet 
to my fea] that God is true—and 
let my faithfulnefs endure to the 
end, 
Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be 
* My foul’s eternal food, 
And Grace command my heart away 
“ From all created good.” 

* Nancy Pomeroy. 

December 2d, 1790.” 


On the Sabbath next following, 
hen fhe firflt communed at he 
ord’s table, the fays, “ Be this 
day folemnly dedicated to that 

God who is the giver of all mer- 
cies, (as oft as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup, &e.) This 
inftitution of Chrift ts a token of 
love to hischurch and followers. 
O God, when I ceafe to love 
and praife, let me grow unac- 
quainted with peace.—Let my 
life be a life of felf 
me learn to be meek and lowly, 
and may [ poffefs a holy ambition 
to know nothing but Jefus ; ; and 
be deeply fenfible that no grace 
can be fupported, bet by humil- 


denial.—Let 
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© ity of heart and life. O God, 
* fill my heart with faith and love, 
* that I may be enabled to refift 
“the temptations of fin, which 
* doth fo eafily befet me ; and let 
* my motto be Holine/s to the Lord. 
€ —How imperfect is this per- 
© formance, which I intended 
© fhould be, peculiarly, devoted 
* to God, the fupreme ruler of 
© heaven and of earth. O Ged, 
* guard me again({t proud thoughts, 
* againft all felf fufficiency or con- 
* fidence in any works of my own. 
¢ —My thirfty foul pines for the 
* waters of life—How f!ong, O 
© Lord, thall I wander in this de- 
* fert land ? Give, I humbly pray 
* thee, give that ray of grace, which 
© fhall thine more and more to the 
© perfect day, and teach me to 
¢ pray and praife on the receipt of 
© a blefling fo divine. 

“ My willing foul would ftay, 

* In fuch a frame as this, 


“ And fit and fing herfelf away, 
“ To everlafting blifs.” 


We learn nothing further of the 
ftate of this Lady’s mind, until 
Sunday, March rith, 1792, when 
in a tranfport of gratitude and 
praife fhe fays ; “ Let the Lord 
* be magnified in all his works and 
© ways, and let my pen be employ- 
© ed upon this important, and, I 
¢ believe, heart-renewing change. 
* If not, why this ferenity ? Why 
* this joy? Joy which furpaffes 
* underftanding ?—1 have heard of 
¢ a change of heart: I have often 
* withed to tafte of thefe joys.— 
¢ But my eftimate of a whole life 
© {pent in the love and fear of God, 
* was in comparifon nothing, to 
€ one moment I now feel. ‘The 
* goodnefs of God in lengihening 
* out my life, for fo many years, 
“ to the prefent period, and now 
* giving me to drink of the well 
* of falvation is marvellous in my 
* eyes. There are thofe of my 





‘ Father’s houfehold who have 
* been feeking falvation, and have 
* to all appearance, left no ftone 
‘ unturned, where there was any 
* probability of finding the prize 
* they have been fo long wreftling 
for.—Yet the Lord is gracious— 
he has fet me as a monument of 
his {paring mercy, he has ever 
been drawing me with the teader- 
eft cords of love ; I am con- 
{trained to cry out Why me! 
Why me! my heart afpires, my 
wifhes fly beyond the utmoflt 
bounds of creation, I long to be- 
hold thy celeftial glory, and to 
© drink at thyexhauttlefs fpring.— 
‘In triumph, O my foul, look 
‘ forward beyond all terreftrials, 
‘ when you fhall rejoice in that un- 
* bounded love, though the candle 
‘ of the wicked fhall be put out.— 
* May I, O God, tread in none 
‘ of their paths, but ftand as a 
‘ burning and fhining light, always 
‘Jean upon the Lord, and ftay 
‘ myfelf upon my God.” 
© T’ll praife my maker with my 
‘breath,’ &c. The text for this 
‘day’s meditation was furely for 
‘me, Pfalm xxxvi. 9. how di- 
‘rectly pointing: For with thee ts 
‘ the fountain of life, in thy light 
‘ faall we fee light. On this great 
“ day of the feaft this well of fal- 
‘ vation {tands open. If Paul was 
‘ caught up into the third heavens, 
‘my fpirit feems afcending with 
‘him. I hear, I fee (by faith) 
‘things which are unutterable.— 
‘ Either my height of blifs mult 
‘ be reduced to a lower feale, fuit- 
‘ed to a refidence in this earthly 
‘tenement of clay ; or my foul 
‘ muft be removed to that celeftial 
‘ world, where the fpirits of the 
« juft are made perfeé&t.—The light 
‘ that breaks in upon me makes me 
‘ pant for more enlargement.—My 
‘ foul is already on the wing of di- 
‘ vine love to prefent (like Noah’s 
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‘ dove) the fignal of peace to my 
‘ Heavenly Father, in the man- 
‘ fion he has prepared forme. O 
‘ ravifhing the profpeét ! what 
‘ inexprefhble extacies{hall I feel, 
‘ when I meet thofe radiant {miles, 
‘ in that enlightened and happyre- 
‘ gion, that exhilarate all the ce- 
‘ leftial choir, in immortal praifes 
‘ and hallelujahs to God and the 
‘ Lamb. Amen.” 

In a letter to a friend, dated 
April 12th, 1792, fhe fays ;— 
“ Dear as your friendfhip has ever 
‘ been to me, and highly as I val- 
‘ ue it, I am conftrained to fay, I 
have found that friendfhip in 
‘ Deity, which far tranfcends all 
‘ earthly friendfhips.—Many wa- 
ters cannot quench that divine 
love, neither can the fea drown 
it; my heart exults with the 
moft ardent praife and gratitude. 
How fhall I exprefs my thank- 
ful fong ? Yet fince my enlarge- 
ment of foul, I have ftrange and 
powerful temptations from the 
adverfary to diftruft the divine 
goodnefs. But, while I was in 
the gall of bitternefs, in the dark- 
e{t moments, the Comfortercame. 
I alfo call to mind the gracieus 
promife, J will not leave nor for- 
fake thofe who put their truft in 
me. 1 will ever praife and blefs 
his holy mame, and not forget 
his benefits to fo unworthy a 
worm of the duft. What is 
man O God, that thou art mind- 
ful of him, or the children of 
men that thou fhouldeft have 
compaflion on them. 

‘ After many days of joy and 
feafting between God and the no- 
bler faculties of my foul, I have 
no relifh for temporal fuftenance. 
The love and praifes of the De- 
ity are my delight and my fup- 
port. I would take the world 
around me, and carry them to 
heavenin my arms, wifhing friends 
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and foes equally an intereft inthe 
Redeemer ; for I long to have 
them tafte of that love which paf- 
feth knowledge. 

* Afterthe fcenesof fpiritual de- 
light had got to the heightof mor- 
tal happinefs, the temptations be- 
forementioned next fucceeded ; 
and when thofe hadreached their 
limited period, 1 was reitored te 
a calm unrufed ferenity of foul 
—no fudden ftarts of pafhon, no 
mixture of envy or difcord ran- 
kled in my brealt—all within was 
harmony and love.—Every breath 
prayer andpraife. Butwith what 
language fhall I exprefs the full 
meaning of my enlightened foul? 
I cannot, 1 am fenfible, I can- 
not give you an adequate defcrip- 
tion. Come all ye that fear the 
Lord, and I will tell you what 
he has done for my foul ; I will 
afcribe righteoufnels to my ma- 
ker, and will now fet my fign 
and feal with a loud—Amen.” 
In another Jetter, dated the 8th 


of November following, fhe fays,— 
“‘ If you defire to know what is 
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the employment of your friend 
this day, let me tell you, that 
the richeft {treams of comfort 
which have been offered me, on 
the terms of obedience to the Di- 
vine will, have made me alas, 
too, too foon, truft to my own 
arm for an enjoyment, which it 
is God’s prerogative only to be- 
ftow. How fhort-fighted we 
weak mortals are ! That which I 
thought, juft now, within my 
grafp is alas, gone, gone forev- 
er. Had I truited my God 
more, and my own {trength lefs, 
I never fhould have drank the 
dregs of this bitter cup.—May I 
learn this early leflon, and keep 
it ever upon my heart.—The 
avays of God are right and juft, 
and if Icannot fathom bis wif- 


dom I muff ever tru his word, 
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and by correction learn humility. 
Let me, O my God, never 
again takethe fhadow, for thie 
fubltance.-I amfometimes ready 
tomurmur at the difpenfations of 
Providence, in blafting my fond- 


eft hopes, at this critical interval. : 


I often repeat the quetlion, W hy 


iS my God thus contending with |! 


me ? Wheiewith fhall I comcbe- 

fore the Lord, and bow imyfelf 
before the Mott High God — 
iow fhall I make an atonement 
fuitable for this 
the offended Deity receis 
ken penitent heart ? Will he a 
gain receive me into favor! 
thefe broken vow 


Vir ts 
ve ati 


5 of reforma tion 


offence ? Will 
ea bro- 


avail any thing : ? Ufthe heart is | 


ibn oth: np. 


Search me, O Goi, and iTV, fi \ 


nocfincere the y W illav: 


if there be any wicked way in, 


me. Let this day be employed 
ina proper manner, as a day of! 
humiliation, fafting and prayer. 

Lect this day rythe alti in the week, 
be preparatory to tne pleafingem- 
ployment of {pending a fabbath 
of reft with thee in thy far 
below, and by fuch opportunities 

be prepared to {p< ‘nd an eternal 
fabbatifm of reft with thee we 
thy chofen oncs above. 


rcluary 


«Tam juft returned froma fune- | 


ral fcene.—How muuch it foftens 
the heart to fee the mortal re- 
mains given back to its mother 
earth. All thatis lovely or d 
firable mu(ft alike be committed 
to the cold grave, and the noi- 
fome worm feed {weetly on the 
clay-cold lips.—Let me e reflect a 
little. —If my God is abfent, ev- 
ery thing around me looks dark 
and loneiome 2 

Let me view it on every fide.— 
Has my God hid his face? I 
grow unacquainted with eafe ; joy 
and peace are empty names— 
founds without “hl rmony.——5o 
would the 
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be covered with impenetrable 
darknefs, were it not for the 

hope that they will awake to 

glorious immortality. —The hope 
of the rightcous isas an anchor 
to the foul both fure and {tedfaf. 

Thus when my God hides his 
face, had I all things within the 
compafs of creation to deligh: 
my cars and charm my eyes, his 
frowns wou!d blait the whole en- 
joyment —Tell me not of joy or 
happinels, there is no fuch thin 1g 
witheut my God —All nature 
cannot repair my lofs. Heaven 
and earth muft ftrive in vain.— 
But J am_ perfuaded that neither 
principalities, nor powers, noi 
things prefent, nor things to 
come, fhallever be able to fepa- 
rateme from his love. O death, 
{ting ? I fhall yet 
palsin triumph through thy dark 
dominions. O king of terrors, 
through the grace of the Son of 
(god, my Divine conductor, |! 
can fee nothing formidable in thy 
afpeét, but this gentle invitation 
of my dear Redcemer— Come 


unto me 


where is thy 


and 1 will give you a 
own of ife. ‘Triumph, ‘Ony 
foul, and look | beyond ten tho 
fand ages ee, 
The follc lowing ardent defires 
foul afier God 
with the words, Un- 
s of God's fac 
“* If ever penitence ai we from 
a believing heart, furely it is at 
this time. —My foulis ready to 
die within me, my heart 15 rea- 
dy to burit, that God fhou'd, 
one moment, withdraw his quick- 
ening rays.—My heart pants for 
no other 00d —When I confid- 
er my ill defert, 1am aftonifhed 
that L fhould ever tafte the {wees 
of reconciliation with fo pure a 
God. But to whom buthimcaa 
1 90 ? Nothing on this terreitrial 
ball can I bring in competition 
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with thy love.—Let it reign pure 
and unfullied in my breaft, give 
me this and this only without al- 
loy, and I will freely give up all 
the earthly pomp, parade, luxu- 
ry, noife and hurry, which at- 
tend on the rich and the great. 
My foul with longing melts 
away; when, O my foul, when 
fhall it be, that L fhall quit this 
tempeftuous fhore, and launch 
into the ocean of divine love ?O 
who that loves can love enough ! 
—JIn that pure ftate no end of 
praife, this thought gives unut- 
* terable joy. —A thoufand, thou- 
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. 


o 


~ 


ty is but juft begun ; give me O 
‘ my God, to drink of thefe inex- 
* haultible{treamsof delight. My 
‘ Saviour enthroned in glory and 
* majefty, feraphim and cherubim, 
with veiled faces, bowing before 
thee—Saints appearing, finners 
trembling to hear their doom— 
the forked lightningsdarting from 
pole to pole—tremendous thun- 
der fhaking the convulfed earth 
to the centre : O thoughtlefs 
mortals, how will you then quiv- 
er to fee old Satan pufhing you 
into his yawning pulph ! With 
what agonies ! and never to have 
an end! Let me praife thy name, 
O my God, that thou hait re- 
generated me by thy {pecial grace ; 
iet the divine fpark fhine with 
luttre in the night of affliction ; 
and, in the hour of death, bear 
my foul to the realms of everlaf- 
ting blifs.”” 
(To Le continued.) 
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Totue Epitors of tHe Con- 


NeECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- | 


AZINE, 


G°NTLEMEN, 
OBSERVING, in the fec- 
ond humber of your ufeful Mag- 
azine, acouple of Hymns, by 

vou. J. No }. 


Death of Ciariffa. 


fand years rolled away, eterni- | 


153 

Sthenia, on the death of Clar- 
iffaher young companion in feri- 
oufnefs ; with fome obfervations, 
fuppofing the perfon mentioned in 
the Hymns, was a young woman 
who diedin Hartford laft fpring, 
I thought the particulars relative 
to her triumphant death, would 
not be unacceptable to her fcrious 
| friends, nor to any true lovers of 
| vital picty. ‘hey mutt operate as 
| 











| ameans to quicken the Chriitian, 
| and as a powerful evidence to con- 
| vince the unbelieving, and obfti- 
| nate, of the reality of religion; 
| and alfo fhow the kind care, and 
| indulgent goodnefs, of the bleffed 
Saviour to his faithful followers 
and to the lambs of his flock ; 
and the powerof hisfree grace, how 
it will triumph notwith{tanding the 
oppofition of fin and Satan. 
Without further preface, I fhall 
give you the account in the words 
of my friend, who communicated 
itto me, and fubmit it to your dif- 
cretion, praying that all our lives 
may belike hers, and our deaths 
as pleafant. Yours, &c. 


AMICUS. 


Sir, 
“ Now fet myfelf to comply 
with your reque(t, and thall 
furnith you with all the particulars 
of the death of Clarifla worthy 
of record, with a brief fketch of 
her life. 

“ Clarifla, before her conver- 
fion was of an active, humane and 
gentle temper, and pofleffed of a 
clear mind and good judgment ; 
and after converfion, it was her 
great concern, how fle could do 
good to the fouls of her fellow 
creatures. In fhort the was fo in- 
tent on the glory of God, and the 
good of men, that, her own hap- 
pinefs feemed a fecondary obje& 
with her. The love of Chrilt in 
her foul, was too flrong to be ‘re- 
U 
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{trained by the perfuafions of luke- 
warm friends, or open enemies to 
Chrifl’s kingdom. She was very 
humble, and maintained fuch a 
deep fenfe of her unworthinefs, 
that fhe feldom if ever complain- 
ed, either of the conduct of her 
friends, or of the providence of 
God ; but was abundant in giving 
of thanks. ‘This conduét endear- 
ed her to the ferious and godly, 
and they were ready to hope for 
much comfort, and counfel from 
her. But thefe fond hopes it pleaf- 
ed the fovereign of life and death, 
to difappoint. About the middle 
of February lait, it pleafed God 
to lay herona bed of ficknefs and 


great diftrefs. Fiom the firft of 


her ficknefs, fhe was refigned as 
to the event of her condition. 
Her greateft fear was, that fhe 
fhould be impatient, and her uni- 
form requeft, that God would 
giant her the light of his counte- 
nance, and give her patience, that 
fhe might not complain, under the 
preateit pain of body he fhould be 
pleafed to exercife her with.— 
When herChriltian friends came to 
vilit her, fhe would call on them 
to pive thanks to God for his good. 
nefs, in preparing her for this bed 
of diftrefs, and granting her fo 
comfortable a {tate of mind. 

“She exprefled preat concern 
for the family, of which fhe was 
a member ; when fhe was afked 
by her Minifter what he fhould 
pray for, fhe faid * her defire was, 
*that this providence might be 
* {anétified to the family, that the 
‘was willing to be fick if Ged 
‘might be glorified, and others 
* bencfitted by it.” A few days 
before her death, fhe called the 
family to her bedfide, and told 
them: “ fhe felt, that fhe mutt 
{con clofe her eyes on the things 
* of time, and that it was indeed a 
*folemn cyent, to be parted from 








‘ them by death : but that it would 
“be much-more folernn and aw. 
‘ful, if when they fhould again 
* meet at the day of judgment, they 
* mult be feparated for a long eter. 
‘nity.”” Then fhe addreffed each 
one perfonally with great proprie- 
ty and folemnity, accompanying 
her words with fighs more expref- 
five than language. When the kad 
ended her addreffes to them, fhe 
prayed for them with great fitnefs 
and fervency, and at the clofe, 
with compofure, made a mott fo- 
lemn dedication of herfelf to God 
through Chrift—Recovering a lit. 
tle from this firft moft dittrefling 
paroxifm of her diforder, fhe was 
calm, and her mind fecmed deeply 
and folemnly imprefs’d, with the 
things of eternity. Vrom this time, 
fhe appeared not like an inhabitant 
of this world, and would often 
intreat her friends, * to be willing 
‘and refigned to let her go3 that 
‘this was not her home.” Her 
defire to depart grew very ftrong, 
and fhe would afk her friends to 
pray, that the time might foon 
come. In her greateft pain the 
would fay, “ O death where is thy 
iting.” 

“ Jefus can make a dying bed, 

Feel foft as downy pillars are,” &e. 


“A little before her death, fhe 
defired to fing an Hymn to the 
praife of God, and faid to her 
friends, * O how I long to depart 
‘and be with Chriit. Why are his 
‘chariot wheels fo long in com- 
‘ing.” But in thefe profpedts of 
heaven, fhe was fubmiffive, and 
would fay fhe was willing to live 
longer in this world, if it was 
God’s will, and fhe might do good. 
Yet the tho’t of remaiiing in a 
finful ftate, would damp her {pr- 
rits. 

“¢ After fhe had been continued 
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or fix days, it pleafed the Lord, 
as we hope, to take her to himfelf 
to bchold his glory. When fhe 
erceived that fhe was dying, fhe 
was filled with joy and peace in 
believing She was deeply fenfi- 
ble of her unworthinefs to the laft, 
and found the bleffednefs of that 
man to whom the Lord imputes 
tighteoufnefs without works. 
Never did a bed of ficknefs and 
death appear to me like this, thefe 
words feemed to be fulfilled: “ It 
I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive you 
to myfelf.”” [do not wonder that 
Balaam faid (when he had a prof- 
pect of a faint’s death in view) 
“© Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my laft end be 
like his.” 


Thrice happy foul! far from the boift- 


rous fea 

Of human life, from earth and fin fet 
free ; 

Far from temptation’s darts by Satan 
huri'd, 

And all the enticements of a treach’rous 
world! 

Like thee I'd live till call’d to yield my 
breath, 

Like thee \’d triumph in the arms of 
death, 


Then like thee rife, clad in my Sa- 
viour’s robes, 
And with thee fhare his people’s blef 
abodes! 
I am yours, &c. 
September 18, 1800. 





To tHe Epitors or tHe Con- 
wecTicuT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

IF you fhall judge, that the fol- 
lowing Narrative, the truth of 
which may be depended on, may 
be ufeful to the public, you will be 
pleafed to infert it in your Maga- 
zine. 


OT many years pait, a young 
Gentleman, of fuperior nat- 


Injidels tremble in death, 
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ural abilities, put himfelf under 
the inftruétion of an able Phyfi- 
cian, with a view to the practice 
of phyfic. Not long before his 
preparatory ftudies were compleat- 
ed, he waited on the Clergyman, 
who lived at a {mall diftance, and 
requefted an hour or two with him, 
in his ftudy. He foon began. to 
open his mind, to the minifter, on 
religious fubjects ; and told him, 
that he found that, on examina- 
tion, he did not believe the fcrip- 
tures. Confiderable converfation 
pafled, and a number of obferva- 
tions were made in fupj ort of the 
truth of divine revelation. The 
young Gentl-man appearing very 
ober; the Minitter eemtatied 
hope, that his unbelief was no 
other than what unregenerate men 
commonly find in their hearts, as 
foon as their confciences areawake. 
—we from that time for- 
ward, he took frequent occafions 

of conyerfing, privately, with the 
young man. But it foon appear- 
ed, that he had imbibed the prin- 
ciples of infidelity ; and, was too 
much confirmed in them, to be 
fhaken by any arguments, that 
were ufed with him. He requelt- 
ed the Minifter, however, that it 
might be kept an entire fecret-—ob- 
ferving that, fhould it get abroad, 
it would ruin him as to the bufi- 
nefs, which he meant to purfue in 
life. 

Soon after this, it was faid that 
he had formed a conne@tion witha 
young Lady, both whofe parents 
were profeflors of religion. The 
Minifter, fenfible of the import- 
ance it was of, that the parents 
fhould know the character of the 
man, to whom their daughter was 
about to be given, was, yet, for 
fometime at a lofs what meafures 
he ought to take. Finally he con- 
cluded to apply to the young Gen- 
tleman himfelf: And, according- 
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ly, freely afked him, if fuch a | Gentleman appeared, at firft, rath- 


connexion was formed, as report 
ftated—at the fame time obferving, 
that he would prefently fee the rea- 
fon why fuch freedom was ufed 
with him. He anfwered the quef- 
tion in the affirmative, with as 
much franknefs, as it was put. 
He was then afxed if he had ev- 





er let the young Lady’s parents | 


know what his principles were re- 
fpeciing religion ? He replied, he 
had not.—Whether he did not 
think it would be very grievous to 
the parents, to marry their re gh- 
ter to a man who difregarded all 
seligion? He thought probably i it 
might ; and faid he fhould be 
forry for them.—Whether it could 
be confiftent with the friendthip 
and faithfulnefs, which the Min- 
iffer owed to all the members of 
the church, to neglect siving them 
information 2— He did not know 
that it would. ‘Uhe Minifter then 
requefted him to take the matter 
into ferious confideration, for a 
few days: And then, if he could, 
sive him a reafon, which would be 
fuficient to excufe him from the 
difagreeable tafk of informing the 
parents. 

After feveral days had paffed, 
the Minifter called on him to 
know the refult. 1c confeffed he 
did not fee, but that friendfhip and 
faithfulnefs required, that the par- 
ents fhould be infoimed. We was 
requefted to give the information 
himfelf. He faid he coutd not. 
He was told that ’ the informa- 
sion were given, it would occafion 
him trouble. He replied, perhaps 
it would, and perhaps not—feeming 

to feel pretty indifferent as to any 
trouble, which might refuli to him. 
The parents were inforaied. Soen 
after this, the Minifter, walking, 
found him, fitting by the fide of 
the road, very penfive. He afk- 
ed him the oceafion. The young 


| 
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eee 


er out of temper ; and afked the 
Minifter why he need trouble him- 
felf with the concerns of young 
people ? He was referred to what 
had before paft between them on 
the fubje@t. This calmed him— 
But, he faid he was undone. He 
was told, he muft not faint yet— 
thefe were but the beginnings of 
his trouble—The God, whom he 
had difregarded, had begun with 
him ; and when, and where, would 
be the end, was known only to 
him, in whofe hand his breath was 
—that he mult gird himfelf, and 


prepare for ftill heavier things— 


that nothing but evil was before 
him—that, on his own principles, 
he had not t the leaft authority for 
expecti ng any ¢ good, He was en- 


treated po om anil confider his dan- 


ver, before it was eternally too 
ate. He feemed to be affe&ted— 
He foon became rather gloomy 
and ng 2K o much fo, 
that the family, in which he lived, 
noticed it ; though they were ig- 
norant of the caufe. From thence 
forward, inftead of manifefting re- 
fentment, he evidently fought op- 
portunities of falling, as it were by 
accident, into the company of the 
Miniter. Thefe opportunities 
were improved in endeavors to 
fhow him the evil cafe he was in, 
the weaknefs, the folly and unrca- 
fonablenefs of ihe principles he 
had imbibed, and the awful fate, 
which awaited him, if he perfifted 
in them. 

His health foon began to be 1m- 
paired: And in a few weeks he 
fell into a fever. Tor fome time, 
the rympeems were not threatening ; 
but, at length, increafad to fo a- 
von a degrec, as to take away 
all hope of his recovery. ‘The 
Minifter vifited him, and found 
him diftreffed, both in body and 
mind. He felt himfe!f upen the 
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very verge of eternity ; but wholly 
unprepared for the awful fcene. 
“ Oh,” he would cry out, * that 
I was a Chriftian—All the world 
would I give, if I had it, that | 
were a Chriftian.”? He was re- 
ninded of the fullnefs and fufh- 
ciency of Chrift, the richnefs of 
divine mercy, and the freenefs of 
divine grace.” ** Yes,’’ would he 
reply, but all is out of my reach 
—I have no heart to accept. O! 
Sir, do pray, pray for me—do pray 
with me, and for me.’’ He was 
told, that it was hoped he would 
pray for himfelf. Oh! he 
could nat-—God would not hear 
fuch prayers as his—he wifhed that 
all good people would pray for 
him.”? Soon, on this, he became 
delirious ; and fell into a phren- 
zy. His horrors, in this fitua- 
tion, appeared to exceed defcrip- 
ticn.— The moft dreadful terrors 
feemed to have taken hold of him. 
His affrighted imagination feemed 
haunted, fometimes with awful 
fpectres—fometimes with terrible 
wild beafts, juft ready to devour 
him. 
beg for help—that fome one would 
come and deliver him. 
diltrefs and anguifh were 
painted in every feature of his face. 
A pious and very fenfible woman, 
who was with him, the laft nigh: 


Horror, 
ftrikin ialy | 


Importance of Do@rinal Preaching. 








He would cry out, and | 


of his life, obferved that his ter- | 


rors appeared far 
thing the had ever witneffed— 
That fhe could not have imagined, 
that it was in the power of. human 
nature to endure the diftrefs and 
bitter anguifh, which he feemed to 
fuffer. But, a little before he ex- 
pired, it was obferved, his coun- 

nance altered, and tiene’ pla- 
‘id.—He ptt on a f{mile, sail 
iilked of pleafant meads, and de- 
phtful fields. Very foon on this 
he ex xpired. What is be yor d, lies 
‘ iled behind the veil: And, 
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will do fo, till the laft great day 
reveal it. But we may fee the 
utter infufficiency of infidel princi- 
ples to afford fupport and comfort, 
in that war, in which there is no 
difcharge. 





Messes. Epirors, 

I HAVE fent you fome re- 
marks on the importance ef doc- 
trinal preaching ; which you are 
at liberty to publith in your Maga- 
zine if you think proper. 


CCORDING to the ac- 
counts which have been pub- 

lifhed refpeéting the Jate revival 
of religion, in different places, we 
find that no fuch wild diforderly 
things have attended the work, as 
prevailed in the feafon of the reli- 
gious awakening, near 60 years 
ago. And to what mult this be 
imputed? Is it not owing to the 
_F afe of ring light amor 
? Without any di i{iparagement to 

our venerable anccflors, may we 


not conclude that the doGrines of 


aa : > eee ye 
the gofpel are more diltinguifhing- 
ly taught and better underllood, 


mn this 
bove a half cen- 
: unk this qo 
may be fairly drawn from the dif- 
ferent manner in which sien 
awakenings are now condudted and 
treated, from what they thea were. 
And this evinces the great im- 
portance of the minifters of the 
gofpel being faithful in explaining 
and inculcating the fundamental 
and leading fentiments of Chrif- 
tianity, upon their hearers. Nor 
ought their ate inattention to 
be the leaft obje@ion againtt doc- 
trinal ssidhihay Becaufe in the 
dulleft feafons, people will get and 
retain fome ideas of what they are 
taught ; and efpecially will the 
truths they have repeatedly heard 
come afrefh to thetr minds, when 
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their attestion is duly excited to 
the great things of another world. 
Some are advocates for prattical 
preaching only ; tho’ this is very 
neceflary in its proper place, yet 
all at he are well fkilled in the 
icripeures of truth, will readily 
own, that a right doctrinal know- 
ledge is effential to lay a founda- 
tion for aright faith, right exer- 
cifes and a right practice. It mult 
be granted that the knowledge 





Intelligence. [Ocr. 





which people gain of {cripture doc- | 


trines while unregenerate, is as ufe- | - 


ful to them when they are brought | 


to love religion, as that which 
they afterwards acquire. And 
where perfons who have been but 
poorly indoétrinated are made the 
fubje&ts of convition and conver- 
fion, they frequently run into ma- 


which not only tend greatly to 
cramp their minds, and to de({troy 
their peace, but prove prejudicial 
to the interefts of religion. 

Tt may be further obferved, that 
no preaching has'a more direct ten- 
dency to fluke the minds of fin- 
ners with a deepconviction of their 
Joft, guilty and ruined ftate, than 
that which points out their total 
depravity ; the nature of their im- 
potency ; the character of God ; 
and his fovereignty in the difpenfa- 
tions of hisbleflings ; or that which 
brings into view the character and 
offices of Jefus Chrift ; or the 
doétrine of regeneration, of julti- 
fication by faith alone. The great 
dotrines which bring to view the 
refurrection, the lait judgment, 
heaven and hell are peculiarly cal- 


difcourfes, their preaching will foon 
become frife, and void of fenti- 
ment. JETHRO. 
Conneticut, Sept. 16, 1800. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


N the Magazine for September 
was an extract of a letter con- 
taining fome information concern- 
ing a revival of religion in the 
counties of Otfego and Delaware. 
he following more particular in- 
telligence has lately been received. 
Extraé of a letter from one of the 
Connedicut Miffionaries, dated 
Otfego County, Auguft 19, 1800. 

“ YOU will recolle&, in my 


| laft letter, I mentioned fome reli- 
ny wild and erroneous opinions, | 


gious attention in this county, at 
a place called Otfego Creek. Soon 
after I wrote, the attention increaf- 


ed; numbers were hopefully brought 


to accept of Chrift. Viewing thefe 
profpects, I thought it proper to 


_tarry fome longer in this county. 


I ftaid and preached more exten- 
fively in it than | had done before. 


' The bleffed work appeared to 
{pread i in a very glorious manner. 


culated to {trike carelefs minds | 


with awe, and to lead them to 


out fora way of efcape from the 
wrath to come. 

It may be further remarked that 
where preachers confine themfelves 


The people upon Utfego Creek ap- 
peared exceedingly awakened. It 
foon fpread over the hills between 
the Orfego and the Sufquehannah, 
to a place called the Hardwick fet- 
tlement ; then into Metca!f-hill 
fertlement ; foon after the work 
began powerfully in Springfield, 
and extended confiderably into 
Worcefter. While the work was 


_ making progrefs in this county, I 


received information from Dela- 


| ware county, that there was a 
think on their ways, and to look . 


chiefly or altogether to practical! 1 expected. 


fhower of divine grace in thofe 
parts. In confequence of this in- 
formation, I went to Delhi, the 
capital of Delaware county, and 
found the revival much greater than 
Where there ap- 
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peared a little dawn of an awake- 
ning the laft {pring, I found that 
the fun had rifen. As many as 
forty perfons in the town of Delhi 
were hopefully converted ; many 
more were under feriousimprefhions. 
Some of the neighboring towns 
have fhared confiderably in the blef- 
fed effufions of the Holy Spirit. 
The laft Sabbath | preached at Del- 
hi, nineteen perfons were received 
into the church, moft of whom were 
youth in the bloom of their days. 
** When I returned to Otfego 
county, I found the awakening had 
much increafed : the fields did ap- 
pear really white for the harvelt. 
Latt fpring, foon after the atten- 
tion began at Otfego Creek, we 
organized a church in that fettle- 
ment, confifting of eighteen per- 
fons ; part of them old profeffors 
from New-England,and part young 
converts. ‘The firft Sabbath that 
I preached there, after my laft re- 
turn from the Delaware, we ad- 
mitted twenty eight pefons more 
into that church, baptized twelve 
adults andtwenty children Prob- 
ably twenty more perfons living 
atthe Orfego and its vicinity, hope 
they have of lave pafled from death 
to life; and will foon become 
members of the church. Laft 
Sabbath, at Springfield, we ad- 
mitted thirteen perfons into the 
churchin that place,and on theSab 
bath and Monday, baptized twen- 
ty-fix children. ‘The awakening 
increafes much in that place. It is 
wonderful to fee the difplay of di- 
vine power in this country. ‘The 
awakening is very folemn and regu- 
Jar. Itis like the ftill, fma'l voice 
which made the prophet Elijah wrap 
his face in his mantle. ‘The truth 
of that text never appeared more 
clear than at prefent : not by might, 
or by power, Lut by my Spirit faith 
the Lord of Hofls.” 
Misstonantes. 


THE Miffionaries now in the 
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employ of the Miflionary Society 
of Conneéticut, are the Rev. Wil- 
liam Storrs and Mr. Robert Por- 
ter in the northern countics of the 
{tate of Vermont ; the Rev. Seth 
Willifton, the Rev. Jedidiah Buth- 
nell, and Mr. Amafa Jerome, in 
the weftern counties of the ftate 
of New-York ; and Mr. Jofiah 
B. Andrews, upon the head wa- 
ters of the rivers Delaware and 
Sufguehannah. Appointed and 
now going out, the Reverend 
David Huntington to Vermont 
and the fettlements on the weft 
lide of Lake Champlain to Can- 
ada line, and the Rev. Jofeph 
Badger to the fettlements on Black 
River and the eaft end ef Lake 
Ontarie, from thence to travel 
through the milnary tract and the 
Genefee country to the head wa- 
ters of Delaware and Sufguehan- 
nah—Mr. David Bacon to the 
Indian tribes fouth and weft cf 
Lake Erie.—The feveral Miffion- 
ary Societies in the United States 
are requefted to tranfmit, month- 
ly, tothe Editors of this Maga- 
zine, for publication, the names 
of their Miffionaries and the pla- 
ces to which theyare fent, that thus 
the refpective focieties may notinter- 
ferc with each other, & thatacifpre- 
portionate number of Mifhonaries 
may not be fent to the fame place. 


ORDINATION— Ordained, 
by the Confociation of the Weft- 
ern diftridt of the county of New- 
Haven, on Tucfday, Sept. gth, 
1800, over the firft church of 
Chrift in Hamden, the Rey. A- 
sa Lyman. The introductory 
prayer was made by the Rev. Da- 
vid Tullar, of Milford ; the fer- 
mon was preached by the Rev. 
William Lyman, of Millington, 
brother to the paftor elect, from 
Deut. xviii. 6, 73 the confecra- 


ting ge was made by the Rev, ” 


Neah FWilliften, of Welt Haven ; 
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the charge was given by the Rev. | 
Benjamin Trumbull, p.p. of North- | 
Haven ; the right hand of fellow- | 
fhip was given by the Rev. éra- | 
ham Alling of Hamden, Fatt- | 
Piains ; and the concluding ptay- | 
er was made by the Rev. éner | 
Sinith, of Derby. The fermon | 
was peculiarly adapted to the ac- | 
cafion, and the othct perts of the | 


fervice were well performed. An |. 


uncommon folemnity reigned thro’ 
the affemb!y. 





POETR 
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COMMUNICATED A435 CRIGINAL. 


Mess'ns Eprrors, 
ON retiring to reft one evenis: 

a fcrap of paper Iving on my tabic, 5 
teok up my pen for my own amnfe- 
ment, and wrote the followmy lines, 
which, if you think them worthy to | 
fill fome corner of a page in your ufce | 
ful Magazine, you may infert. 


a 


v. \ 


} 
En E: Thourht. 


“IME re roils away and itays for 


| 
Hoy foon will + all my cays be gone, | 
And grifly death appear ! 
Then let me keep their end in view, | 
And virtue’s pgaceful put purfue : 
Yhus to my God be ever trve, 
And Jove my Saviour dear. } 
2. Let finful pafions all fubfide, 
My foul be cleans’d from baneful pride, 


And fill’d with love divine : ew 


May I ne’er from God's law depart, 
Bat treafure it within my heart ; 
And thus, by a@ting weil my part, 


Prepare in heav’ n to fhine. 


3. And when the clay-cold hand of 
death 
Shall chill my lungs, and top my breath, 
And clofe thefe mortal ¢ yes; 
May I to happier climes remove, 
Where ail is frie ndihip, joy and love, 
There join the glorious choir above, 
Where heav’nly anthems rife! 





The CL rilian rejoicing in the Prop? of 
the final confummation of the world. 
‘ M HAT tho’ old nature’s wheels 
y ere long decay, 
Th’ effulgent lamp of heav'r deny the 
day, 
With thickeft darknefs clad ; 
What tho’ the ftars affrighted leave 
their {pheres, 
The moon turn pale, or dreft in blood 
appears, 
Before the incarnate God : 


Thou happy 
found, 

Shalt hear the trump of Gabriel found, 
And view the dead arife ; 

With joy behold the judge defcend, 

And on the wings of love afcend, 

To meet him in the fkics. 


foul, with awe pro- 


. Then thale thou hear his juft impar- 
tial fentence, 
Depart accursd ye who deny re- 
pentance, 
\ud did my grace defpife ; 
But come, ye bicfled, whom my grace 
elected, 
Ere time began, with me by faith con- 
nected, 
lo heav'n and glory rife. 
— 
Praif: to Gop for the inflructions of a 
ftous onthe. 
. WV Y gracious God, I blefs thy 
name, 
Wien [ recall the tender feenes 
Of ear y childhood, mercy came, 


And ftor’d my mind with gofpel 


themes. 

2. "T'was thou didft give that parent 
dear, 

Who, ere my birth, pronounc’d me 
thine ; 


‘ She early taught me whom to fear, 


And bade me know thy love divine. 


Oft on her knees the holy faint 
Implor’d thy bleffing on my head ; 
Oit the impos'd the kind reftraint, 
While precious tears were on me fhed. 


4. Her lovely name I fearce could fpeak; 
Ere 1 was taught to pray and praile, 
Was fent in fecret thee to feek, 
And daily told thy wondrous ways. 


5. Grant, gracious God, that fhe may fee 
The fruits of all her pious cares ; 
Let not ber fon thy rebel be ; 
Blefsme, O Lord, & grant her praycrs. 
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